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tudents in Professor Scott Jost’s ART-344 photography class
use programs such as Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop to
create compelling compositions in the Digital Media Lab. The
DML will also serve as a home base for the 11 Master of Arts
in Digital Media Strategy students who began coursework in
January 2019 (read more on p. 5).
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All of these 10 entrepreneurs have something in common: Bridgewater College laid the
groundwork and gave them the tools and experiences necessary to pursue their passions.

10

PRESIDENT OF BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE

Dr. David W. Bushman
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

Jeffrey K. Miller ’93 - President
R. Jeffrey Postans ’79 - President-Elect

13

Bradley S. Hallock ’86 - Secretary
Sherrie K. Wampler ’85 - Past President
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dr. D. Cory Adamson

The Hon. G. Steven Agee

15

Mrs. Nancy M. Bowman
Mrs. Pamela S. Brady

Mr. J. Russell Bruner
Mr. D. Bruce Christian
Mr. Mensel D. Dean Jr.

17

Mr. Michael D. Del Giudice
Mr. William S. Earhart
Mr. Carl R. Fike
Mr. A. Wesley Graves VI
The Rev. Lawrence M. Johnson
Dr. Krishna Kodukula

19

People Person

20

Home Team

Chris Johnson exercises his divine right to

Dr. Aubrey and Esther Knight’s nonprofit

build a community

ministry aids Salvadorian orphanage

Patients are a Virtue

21

Coming on Strong

Dr. Jim Mumper is transformingprimary

Aseel Saied creates fitness-based havenfor

care one person at a time

Palestinians

Masked Ambition

22

Picture This

Art major Louis Brown takes matters into

Joshua Gooden uses his marketing

his own hands

background in everyday life

Cream of the Crop

24

Honest to Goodness

Derek Smiley has the ice cream business

Wallace Hatcher constructed community

down cold

centerpieces

Just the Beginning

26

Sign Her Up

Dr. Michael K. Kyles

Andrew Buss knows that everyone has a

Kerry Estabrook Cofield loves connecting

Mr. J. Allen Layman

story to tell

with people

Mr. Nathan H. Miller
The Rev. Dr. Paul E. Mundey
The Rev. Wilfred E. Nolen
Mrs. Bonnie F. Rhodes

Mr. Robert I. Stolzman
Ms. Donna P. Walker

Mr. James H. Walsh
Dr. G. Benjamin Wampler

Mr. James L. Wilkerson
Mr. Dewey M. Williard
Ms. Kathy G. Wright

Departments
2

Message from the President

3

In the BC Spotlight

5

Across the Mall

27

Class Notes

36

Memorials

AS THE NEW EDITOR of Bridgewater
magazine, I could not be more thrilled with the

opportunity to tell amazing stories of this vibrant
and close-knit academic community. Please send

any story ideas, personal memories or historic

anecdotes to me atjluck@bridgewater.edu. I look

forward to hearing from you! — Jessica Luck
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FRONT COVER: Chris Johnson, founder and lead pastor
of Divine Unity Community Church in Harrisonburg, Va.,
said the key to starting any business is knowing yourself
well, because “you produce what you are.”
(Photo by Stephen Hockman)
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Messagefrom the President
Merriam-Webster defines an entrepreneur as “one who organizes, manages
and assumes the risks of a business or enterprise.” I believe that a liberal arts
education cultivates an entrepreneurial spirit by its very nature. Certainly, we are
preparing our students for entrepreneurship by equipping them with the skills,
the knowledge and the habits of mind that lead to creative and successful lives.
It is through the sort of education offered at Bridgewater that students develop
the skills to organize and synthesize information. They are taught to integrate
coursework in multiple disciplines with the learning opportunities that take
place in the residence halls and on the playing fields, and, all the while, they are
making connections between the different parts of their BC Experience. They
are taking advantage of numerous opportunities to manage others and work
with and lead their peers, skills that serve our graduates well no matter what
their professional goal.
And yet, success as an entrepreneur is about more than being an organized
leader who takes risks. It’s about innovation. It’s about noticing a problem and
figuring out a way to solve it. It’s about realizing when something is missing or needed and determining how to
fill that need. The stories in this issue are proof positive that BC has long been cultivating an innovative, entrepreneurial spirit in its students. And with the programs of the Showker Institute for Responsible Leadership and
the growth in engagement with undergraduate research through The Research Experience @ Bridgewater, we are
poised to further expand these skills in our current students. By offering opportunities such as these for problemsolving, teamwork, leadership and research—opportunities that in many cases will guide our students along a
career path shaped by their own creativity—we help prepare the next generation of leaders who will engage the
challenges of our time in innovative ways.
In the pages of this issue, you’ll get a closer look at a handful of entrepreneurial alumni. The impact they’ve had
on their communities varies widely—from building multimillion-dollar hospitals to putting smiles on the faces
of area children craving a scoop of ice cream. We are proud of each of them and the ways in which they enrich the
lives of those around them. Their accomplishments inspire hope in me, and I can’t wait to see what comes next for
them and for all of our graduates.
With best regards,

David W. Bushman, Ph.D.
President

IN THE

BC
Spotlight

Homecoming weekend at Bridgewater was crammed with events this year, including photo ops under the crimson-and-gold balloon
archway, caricature drawings on the mall, a festive football game and off-site excursions for reunion classes.

I

f smiling faces are indicators of happiness,
Bridgewater College’s campus on Homecoming weekend might have been the happiest place on Earth (sorry, Disney World).
The four-day-long affair from Oct. 11-14, 2018,
attracted thousands of people
back to their alma mater, the
place where lifelong friendships
Hooray for
were formed and countless
Homecoming
memories made.
Undoubtedly, new memories were made over the course
of the weekend as the classes of 1968 and 1993
celebrated their 50th and 25th reunions, respectively; the Ripples Society inducted new members;
the class of ’68 presented a record-setting class gift
to the College; and several athletic teams hosted

Homecoming games and matches.
The BC spirit was palpable during Saturday’s
festival on the campus mall, from the archway of
crimson and gold balloons with a sparkling gold
“BC” in the center, to homemade cookies decorated with red and yellow icing for sale from one of
the student groups. Hugs and waves from Ernie the
Eagle were returned eagerly.
One popular stop for attendees was the departmental reception tent, where alumni of all ages
gathered to chat with professors from their area
of study. And everyone couldn’t help but visit the
petting zoo to pat the miniature ponies on the nose
or clap along as the pep band marched through
campus just before kickoff of the football game
against Hampden-Sydney College.
But, perhaps most importantly, Homecoming

BRIDGEWATER
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gives alumni the chance to witness the transformation Bridgewater’s campus and programs have
undergone since their days, which reinforces the
College’s unwavering dedication to preparing students well for the next stage in their lives.

One class of ’68 member remarked that this
Homecoming weekend was “the best reunion in
history.” Let’s try to top that next year, shall we? See
you there!

HOMECOMING
by the numbers

Anim

Arm Animals in the
petting zoo

99
Tailgating spots at

Mapp Field

^53

2,394

Ripples medallions

People who attended the

given to the class

football game

of'68

64

42
Participants in

1216j

the 5K

32 crimson and 32 gold
mums decorated the

decade tent

$1,056,340
Class of ‘68’s record-setting gift to help support engaged learning

6
Athletic

f

Gallons of
Crimson Crunch

popcorn

consumed
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homecoming

events for all
teams

142
Crimson and gold balloons used

to make the BC archway

across the mall
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE CAMPUS NEWS

^Awards
AND ACCOLADES

The town of Bridgewater honored

Carlyle Whitelow '59, Associate Pro

fessor of Physical Education, Emeritus,

in June by naming a park after him ...

Theatre at Bridgewater College’s Men

on Boats was invited to perform at the

Region II Kennedy Center American

College Theatre Festival in January ...

Junior football linebacker Re’Shaun
Myers was named Old Dominion

Athletic Conference (ODAC) Defensive

Player of the Year and VaSID State

Player of the Year. He also received a

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Leadership

Award from the Shenandoah Valley Hit

FRONT ROW: Taylor Berard, Kaley Saxton, Nicholas Koger, Devin Conley and Gabrielle Redcross
TOP ROW: Danielle Stockbridge, Kelley Hilliker, Jacob Neff, Courtney Morse, Melanie Tutin and Katherine
LaBranche

GRADUATE PROGRAM OPTIONS AT BC EXPAND
The first cohort of Master of Arts in Digital Media Strategy students

BUT WAIT,
THERE’S MORE!

officially began their graduate studies at the College in January 2019.

The College

on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, is de

Professional

The program, which was approved in December by the Commission

added a

VaSID State Player of the Year as well as

signed to be a 4+1 program, allowing students to graduate with both

Writing major to

Erin Harris was named ODAC Coach

ary program includes English, art and computer science courses, with

areas of study in

... Women’s volleyball’s junior outside

hitter Rachel Gaston was named

ODAC Player of the Year. Head Coach

an undergraduate and master’s degree in five years. The interdisciplin

of the Year ... Dr. Randall Young,

a focus on planning, implementing and evaluating public relations and

Associate Professor of Psychology, co

authored a paper, “Content, Structure,

its undergraduate

fall 2018.

social marketing campaigns through interactive, online media.

and Dynamics of Personal Reputation:

The Role of Trust and Status Potential

Within Social Networks,” published

in a volume of the Group Processes &

Intergroup Relations journal ... Senior

13 % — BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE SENIORS WHO

SAID THEY PLAN TO START THEIR OWN BUSINESS ONE
DAY (25% WERE UNSURE)

information from a National

Survey of Student Engagement

given to Bridgewater College seniors in spring 2018. BC students

Jamie Higel was named ODAC Men’s

90% — BC SENIORS WHO SAID THEY INTEND TO

ranked higher than their peers

the second straight year ... Denver

WORK IN A FIELD RELATED TO THEIR MAJOR

ness management skills.

Cross County Runner of the Year for

Davis was named Director of Cross

County and Track and Field, replac

ing Brian Flynn ... Senior Jeremy

Gingrich and Assistant Professor of

Physics Jason E. Ybarra presented

research posters at the American

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
Beth Kitts Llewellyn

’89, Andy Moore ’94 and

Astronomical Society meeting in

Jermaine Taylor ’04 (from

Amber Celen ’18 was nominated

Bridgewater College’s

January ... BC track and field alumnae

for the 2018 NCAA Woman of the

Year award ... At No. 25, the women’s

soccer team was ranked in the national

left) were inducted into

Athletic Hall of Fame on

Nov. 3. Llewellyn was a two-

United Soccer Coaches Division III poll

sport standout in basketball

Women’s soccer’s first-year midfielder

one of BC’s top baseball

for the first time in program history.

and volleyball, Moore was

Hanna Randolph was named ODAC

players, and Taylor earned

Women’s Soccer Rookie of the Year.

regarding confidence in busi-

All-American honors in both

football and track.

BRIDGEWATER
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The Ripples effect
J. Paul Davis ’62 was awarded the Ripples Society Medal at the annual banquet

in October. Davis, who majored in history at Bridgewater, spent his career in

education, as both a teacher and principal at several schools in the area.

Ann Crist Will received the honorary alumna award at the dinner, and the class of

’68 was inducted into the Ripples Society.

THE COLLEGE RECEIVES LARGEST CLASS GIFT
IN HISTORY

The Class of ’68 now holds the crown for present
ing the largest class gift—$1,056,340—to the

College at the annual Ripples Society Banquet
in October. The class’s donation will go toward

engaged learning opportunities at Bridgewater.

S^ Ort/
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STUDENTS WHO IDENTIFY AS RACIALLY DIVERSE IN THE CLASS OF 2022. LAST

FALL, BRIDGEWATER WELCOMED THE SECOND-LARGEST FIRST-YEAR CLASS IN
HISTORY, WITH 590 STUDENTS.

SHARE YOUR BC SPIRIT

We’ve got spirit, yes we do! We’ve got spirit boxes to share with
you! The Office of Alumni and Family Relations has created two

options of Spirit Boxes you can choose from, which are filled with

everything you need to celebrate in Bridgewater style. The wedding
box includes a College banner and two

champagne flutes, while the second op

tion includes party-perfect paraphernalia

for game day or a reunion of your closest

Bridgewater friends. Don’t forget to send

a snapshot of you and your fellow alumni

having a blast during your celebration for

our Class Notes section in the magazine.

Class Notes may be sent to

alumnews@bridgewater.edu.

For more information on

how to receive your own free

Spirit Box, go online to

bridgewateralumni.com/spiritbox.

(L to R) Director of the Center for Engaged Learning Jamie Frueh,

Director of Sustainability Teshome Molalenge, Eco Action Club
President Eric Poloway '19, Waste Management Public Affairs
Representative Stephany Holguin, Waste Management Education
Solutions Representative Lindsey Horne and Director of Facilities
David Vandevander

Water world
Waste Management of Virginia rewarded Bridgewater

College for its sustainability efforts with a $3,500 Think
Green grant. The money will go toward installing four

to five additional water filling stations on campus, join

ing nine others already in place.
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READY FOR THE CHALLENGE
As the renovation of the Alexander

Mack Memorial Library to create the

John Kenny Forrer Learning Commons
continues, Bridgewater College has

announced a challenge grant to help

fund the project. The Cabell Foundation

has issued a $250,000 one-to-one chal
lenge grant to Bridgewater. To obtain

the grant, Bridgewater must raise

$250,000 in cash and pledges by Dec.

31. To donate, call 540-828-5448 or visit
bridgewater.edu/learningcommons.

BC LANDS ON MULTIPLE
RANKINGS OF BEST
COLLEGES IN THE NATION
The secret’s out about Bridgewater. Na

VAMES FAMILY
Bridgewater College has been home and alma mater to generations of family

members. Parents, children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren—there’s

something special about Bridgewater’s commitment to liberal learning and
close-knit community that resonates across generations. In this issue, we

feature the Vames family.

LEFT TO RIGHT: Christian Vames '22, Paul Vames '63 and Chris Vames '92

Want to be considered as a Legacy Family for this space in the magazine? It's easy.
Gather the Bridgewater College graduates in your family, take a high resolution (1
MB or larger) photo and email it to us with a description of who's in the picture. You
can submit Legacy Family photos to jluck@bridgewater.edu.

NUMBER OF AREA BUSINESSES AND NONPROFITS DR. MARIA
Z X. yV LUGO’S SPRING ENTREPRENEURSHIP CLASS HAS ASSISTED
WITH SERVICE-LEARNING PROJECTS SINCE 2012.

tional websites that analyze education

Rocket to

among other factors, have consistently

the top

the country.

Teams of students com

al opportunities alongside tuition costs,
ranked BC as one of the top colleges in

Money magazine: Bridgewater was

named to the 2018-19 list of “Best Col
leges for Your Money.”

WalletHub: The College was named one
of the top-performing higher educa

tion institutions at the lowest cost

for graduates in the 2019 College &

University Ranking report.

peted in the annual Rocket
Pitch competition, orga

nized by the Collegiate En

trepreneurs’ Organization

Club, in December, during

which business hopefuls

pitched their entrepreneurial ideas to local business leaders. Six teams presented

ideas on a parking app, LED pacifier, nail salon/car shop hybrid and a full-scope mar

keting firm, among others. Michael Caldwell ’20, Kylie Chisnell ’22, Jacob Murphy

College Factual: BC was named to the

’22 and Jaylon Lundy ’22 were named the winners for their management consult

report.

nonprofits and local small businesses.

2019 “Best Colleges for the Money”

ing firm idea that focused on media marketing and finance, especially for startups,

BRIDGEWATER
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The BC Alumni Associaton
introduces

c^6ai
March 21,20/9

*

Join alumni and friends at
various host sites across
the Mid-Atlantic region
simultaneously. Celebrate with
us at a location near you!
Check our webpage for locations: bridgewateralumni.com/EaglesNightOut

I

f anything is clear in the following pages, it’s that a liberal arts education from Bridgewater Col
lege leads its graduates down myriad paths. Some of those journeys are more straightforward, with
clear steps laid out before them, forged from a background in a chosen major. Others take a little
more time to materialize but are set in motion by the building of friendships on the first day of
class, illuminating words from a professor or life-changing moments on the athletic field.
But no matter what that initial spark was for the 10 College alumni featured in this issue of
Bridgewater magazine, they all have one thing in common: excelling as entrepreneurs.
Each story also demonstrates that embodying an entrepreneurial spirit means more than just execut
ing a solid business idea. It requires constant dedication, thoughtful self-reflection and the ability to
push forward with a vision for leaving your mark on the world, despite all obstacles.

No matter the path, all roadsfor these BC alumni lead to the same place: undeniable success.

BRIDGEWATER
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Serving as the middleman
ONET ONE THING I WOULD TELL ANYONE WHO WANTS TO START A BUSINESS, A COMPANY
OR A CHURCH IS THAT YOU PRODUCE WHAT YOU ARE. BEFORE YOU TRY TO PRODUCE
SOMETHING REALLY FIND OUT WHO YOU ARE. IF WE GET INTO AN ENTREPRENEUR
VENTURE FOR THE SAKE OF MONEY, WE’VE MISSED IT.

A

ttending church was part of the fabric of Chris Johnson’s childhood. He says he “grew
up in church,” which he considers an integral part of the African American culture in
his small hometown of Ivor, Va., in the Tidewater area. Although a sense of religion
and faith was imparted upon him from a young age, Johnson says it wasn’t until he
attended Bridgewater College that he truly devoted his life to Christ and became fully committed to living out the tenets of Christianity.
Johnson had always been able to relate to different groups of people. He found himself in
the middle, the person who helped everyone find common ground. Instead of attending a
historically black college, he sought a place that would expose him to people from all backgrounds so that he could continue to grow his interpersonal skills (plus, he wanted to find a
college where he could continue playing football). After visiting Bridgewater with his parents,
he knew he had found the right place.
Johnson credits football Coach Michael Clark for being a big part of his formative years on campus. Fittingly, Johnson played nose guard for the Eagles. He
was right in the middle of every play.
“I think my experience would be completely different if I was not on the football team,” Johnson said. “That culture held the excellence of what Bridgewater
was, and it helped me dig a little bit deeper.”
But the place where Johnson perhaps felt the most at home was New Life Ministries, housed in a storefront in downtown Bridgewater. A fellow football team
member and one ofJohnson’s mentors, Henry Eggleston ’02, first introduced him
to it, and he wound up attending services every Sunday with the late Charles Thomas. ►
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Q VIDEO: RIGHT AT HOME
To learn more about Pastor Chris

Johnson’s journey, check out our

video online at

bridgewater.edu/magazine.

LEAD PASTOR CHRIS JOHNSON AND
EXECUTIVE PASTOR A.J. MOSLEY PLAN FOR
UPCOMING MINISTERING SESSIONS.
Welcome
. Home!

By Johnson’s senior year, he had found friendship and
fellowship with two more teammates, Derrick Burroughs
’06 and Troy Burnett ’06. One night while hanging out
in Wampler Tower D, Johnson set an alarm on his phone
to remind them to take a break at 9 p.m. for prayer time.
For two hours they talked about their love for Christ, then
went to IHOP to break their daylong fast. This gathering
became a weekly tradition, and about a month later, 25
people showed up to Johnson’s apartment for fellowship.
Thus, D.U.R.A.G. Ministries—Divine Unity Righteously
Applying God—was born. After graduating in 2005 with a
bachelor of health and exercise science, Johnson worked as a
resident director on campus and hosted Bible studies in the
basement of Heritage Hall. Word of the on-campus ministry spread quickly, and soon up to 50 college students from
James Madison University, Mary Baldwin University and
other area schools were attending. Two years later, Johnson
followed the ministerial call to attend Eastern Mennonite
Seminary. After obtaining his master of divinity, Johnson
started looking at the area church community as a whole to
see what was missing, to see where he could bridge a gap.
What he envisioned was a multiethnic, multicultural, multigenerational church that attracted young and old, college
students and families, people from a variety of backgrounds.
A storefront opened up on Neff Avenue in Harrisonburg,
and Johnson seized the opportunity for a place to once
again host Bible studies, while continuing to do campus
ministry.
On the first day of church service at Divine Unity
Community Church (DUCC), Super Bowl Sunday in
2012, Johnson and his leadership team didn’t know what to
expect. They were hoping for maybe 100 people. When the
crowd numbered 240, Johnson knew there was momentum
behind his vision. He just didn’t know how much yet.
“One of the most surprising things is the exponential
growth,” Johnson said. “If someone would have told me in
2012 we would see 1,000 people [on a Sunday] in less than
seven years I would have laughed at them.”
Getting from the point of 250 parishioners to 1,000
strong wasn’t without hurdles. The biggest learning curve

12
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THERE’S A TRADITION AT
DIVINE UNITY COMMUNITY
CHURCH OF SAYING
“WELCOME HOME, FAMILY,'
EVERY SUNDAY.

Called,
Connected.

Committed.

for Johnson was moving
from passion to process. He
was confident in leading
people, but leading an organization from an administrative standpoint was new to him. He’d never done a budget
sheet, never learned how to project and maximize a nonprofit’s finances. A key to his success was enlisting the help
of skilled, passionate people, he said, especially his wife,
Cherelle, and executive pastor A.J. Mosley, who helped
tackle human resources and other legal requirements.
The average size of a church service in North America is
82 people. During Divine Unity’s first year they had already
surpassed that with about 90 people on any given Sunday.
The second and third years they broke the 200-person
barrier. After seeing as many as 450 people at three services
on one Sunday, Johnson and his team realized they needed
a new home. The move to a large converted warehouse in
January 2017 was a smart one. The congregation doubled in
size in 18 months, attracting 750 people to worship.
“Our growth trajectory is surprising, and with it comes
its challenges because we have to change our systems,” Johnson said. “Any good company has to change its system.”
That system is clearly working, as Divine Unity regularly
attracts 1,000 people on an average Sunday, with 35 to 40
percent of its makeup being college students. Today the
church is part of a larger network of churches based out of
Nashville, Tenn., called Every Nation. Johnson preaches
about 42 Sundays a year at his home base and travels to sister churches around the world to guest preach on the other
Sundays. A large map on the wall of his office is adorned
with red pins that show every place he’s traveled, including
Israel, South Korea and Africa. He calls it a “local appointment with a global assignment.”
No matter the pulpit, Johnson’s message remains the
same, as he once again acts as an intermediary by interpreting the word of God: “I want people to leave knowing that
they’re loved, that there’s a plan for their life ... and they
have the opportunity to be who God created them to be.
“I know if they are strengthened and encouraged and
loved it will change the world.” •

ENTERPRISING
ENTREPRENEURS
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INNOVATING PRIMARY CARE
TO IMPROVE PATIENT CARE
By Karen Doss Bowman ’91

Courtesy Richmond Magazine/Jay Paul

s a primary care physician, Jim Mumper ’79 has
spend time with them.”
enjoyed forming close relationships with his patients
Mumper explained, for example, that primary care docand guiding them to healthy lives. Nearly two decades
tors can easily identify patients who are at risk for a chronic
into his career, he was seeing about 30 patients a day
disease such as diabetes. With only about 10 to 15 minutes
and growing frustrated with the unrelenting pace of modern
to devote to each patient, however, they have to prioritize
health care. It was becoming almost impossible to deliver
the patient’s immediate complaint. There’s rarely sufficient
the personalized, holistic care he felt his patients needed.
time to uncover unhealthy habits or discuss preventive
“It was becoming a challenge to deliver the quality of
measures.
care that [I envisioned] when making that effort to go
“I felt that constant pull to stay on time—to be respectto medical school and become a doctor,” said Mumper,
ful of each patient’s time versus spending an extra few
who graduated from the University of Virginia School of
minutes with someone who really needed more of my time,”
Medicine. “The volume was getting really busy, so I did not
he said.
always have the time with patients to address preventable
In 2002, a former colleague approached Mumper
issues. I wanted to know my patients well and to be able to
about the possibility of establishing a concierge medicine
BRIDGEWATER
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like I’m able to accomplish
much more with an individual in this type of practice
than I could in a traditional
practice.”
Over the 15 years since
its founding, PartnerMD has
grown to 9,000 members,
with 25 doctors and nine
health coaches across seven
offices in Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South
Carolina and Georgia. The
organization just launched
a partnership with VCU
Health System to provide
comprehensive genetics
counseling and testing to its
members.
“PartnerMD has grown
much beyond my expectations,” said Mumper, noting that the organization
was
the second concierge
THE VALUE OF A GREAT LIBERAL
medicine practice established
ARTS EDUCATION IS [GAINING]
practice—a primary care delivery
in Virginia. “I did not anticipate that
THE ABILITY TO THINK BEYOND
model in which patients pay a
the demand would be so great, and it’s
membership fee in exchange for a
been
pretty steady from the day we
WHAT YOUR LITTLE NICHE IS
higher level of service and greater
opened.”
SUPPOSED TO BE.
access to their doctors.
Though concierge medicine still
Mumper was all in. After 17 years
accounts for just a small percentage
of practice with a large multispecialty
of primary care practices, Mumper
group in Richmond, Va., he co-foundsees this model as ideal for preventing
ed PartnerMD in February 2003. He was the organization’s
burnout in family medicine.
first doctor, starting with nearly 50 patient-members.
“Primary care physicians often struggle with burnout
“This was an opportunity for me to develop a new medibecause of the pace and the demands of the occupation,”
cal model—something that would be much more proactive
Mumper said. “I think the advantage of [concierge mediand preventative in nature,” said Mumper, who now sees just
cine] is it allows physicians to continue to practice and feel
eight to 10 patients a day, designating up to 90 minutes for
good about what they are doing. We still work hard, but
most appointments. “That really got me excited.”
we’re spending more time with fewer patients.”
In traditional primary care, physicians typically have
Mumper credits Bridgewater’s liberal arts approach for
3,000 or more patients in their patient panels. For doctors at
preparing him to succeed in this venture.
“The value of a great liberal arts education is [gaining]
PartnerMD, that number is capped at 600 or fewer. Patients
usually can get appointments on the day they call, and wait
the ability to think beyond what your little niche is suptimes are typically no more than five minutes.
posed to be,” said Mumper, who is married to the former
“With this approach [to care], we talk a lot about the
Pamela Miller ’79, and has two adult children. “[That backimportance of sleep, food choices, physical activity and
ground] helped me think about how we need to market this
brain health—all these things that are vitally important to a
venture, and I could talk to people and explain this concept
person’s life as they age,” Mumper said. “We have more time
to them. That breadth of education that I got at Bridgewater
to do research, and we try to be very cutting-edge in how
enabled me to be flexible and nimble enough to go beyond
we manage our patients. It’s not that I didn’t feel like I was
my comfort zone.” •
helping people in my traditional practice—I was. But I feel
14
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Q VIDEO: CREEP FOR YOURSELF
Want to see the inner workings

“IF Q “IF YOU’RE AN ART MAJOR, BE PROLIFIC,” LOUIS BROWN

’90 ADVISES. “ ... PRACTICE IS WHAT GETS YOU THERE.
I TELL EVERYBODY THAT TALENT AMOUNTS TO ABOUT
THIS MUCH. IT’S 99 PERCENT EFFORT AND WORK.”
J j|

OLD
HAUNT

ART MAJOR SET ON CREATING A
SPOOKY GOOD TIME

of Darkwood Manor? Check out
our video online at

bridgewater.edu/magazine.

T

he first thing Louis Brown does is apologize for his voice, as
he pulls a cough drop out of his pocket outside Darkwood
Manor, the entrance to which is guarded by an ominouslooking skeleton head.
“I was a monster last night,” he said with a bit of a rasp.
Brown ’90, an art major with a focus on sculpting and a minor in
philosophy and religion, is owner of the haunted house in Luray, Va.,
that attracts 6,000 to 7,000 visitors each season. He occasionally fills
in to play a character if he doesn’t have enough actors for that night’s
performance, and he relishes the opportunity to be up close and
personal with his guests. Translation: He really gets into it.
“If I put my paintings or sculptures in a gallery, [the] reaction
[would be] ‘I like this,’” he said. “ — When people go to a haunted
house, they respond to your work very loudly. You get screams and
laughter, and you know you’ve done your job, that they’re enjoying
it. I want that visceral response.”
Twenty years ago, a friend of Brown’s asked him to help
create a haunted house for charity, and as he searched online for

BRIDGEWATER
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DARKWOOD MANOR HAUNTED HOUSE, WHICH
OPENED IN 2000, ATTRACTS 6,000 TO 7,000
VISITORS EACH SEASON.

inspiration, he realized haunted houses had
come a long way from the “squishy eyeballs”
tactic (peeled grapes) of his youth. These
1----updated haunted houses were elaborate,
—J. __ L
theatrical undertakings, which appealed to Brown’s
love of art and film, especially science fiction. After
taking on that initial fundraiser project, he started
■
his own haunted house in 2000. Brown had been
working as an artist since graduation, but once
the 2007-2008 economy threatened his day job,
he made the switch to haunted house ownership
full-time.
If the devil is in the details, then Darkwood
Manor must be the spookiest attraction imaginable. Each year, Brown begins by creating a detailed
backstory for that season’s theme, which revolves around a
member of the Darkwood family, the fictional owners of the
house. His longest to date—the year of the vampires—was
13 pages long.
Brown says maintaining staffing levels is one of the hardest parts of the business. He tells everyone right off the bat:
The masks and costumes are hot, and the acting is intensely
physical. He hires 25 to 40 people in June knowing they all
won’t make it through the summer acting classes and to the
13 to 16 run dates from late September through Halloween.
No matter how small a part someone has, Brown encourages them to develop a backstory for their character, so that
every choice they make when interacting with a new guest,
one about every two minutes, seems real.
“With a play, you’re on stage being watched. People
aren’t talking to you,” he said. “You have to be able to think
on your feet with this stuff.”
Haunted houses don’t
typically change themes
each year, but it’s clear that
Brown’s creativity knows no
bounds. This year’s haunted
house focused on Ed
Darkwood, a fictional failed
movie producer (inspired by
the real filmmaker Ed Wood)
whose collection of 1980s
horror movie rip-offs was
discovered. Brown changes
up about 15 to 20 percent of

Mdarkwood
x MANOR

LOUIS BROWN RELIES ON HIS ART MAJOR
SKILL SET WHEN CONSTRUCTING LIFE-SIZED
PUPPETS, SUCH AS THIS "RATIGATOR,” AS
WELL AS MASKS AND COSTUMES.
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the structure of the house each year, then designs each room
in accordance with the theme. This year, he wanted visitors
to undergo a truly immersive experience and decided to put
them inside each of Darkwood’s movies that paid homage to icons such as Gremlins, Poltergeist and Ghostbusters.
Every room of the haunted house is dedicated to a different
fake movie, which Brown also immortalized in posters he
designed that hang in the front lobby.
You’d no doubt remember creeping by the cockroachcovered kitchen walls from Night ofthe Insectoids, and you’d
be hard-pressed to forget the image of a hollow-eyed, ghostly figure shrieking at you from inside a TV set in Phantom
Watch then suddenly shattering the screen and appearing
before you. But you’d likely miss the nuances, “Easter eggs,”
as Brown calls them, that he places throughout the house.
There’s the homage to film director John Landis in one
room, and a nightcrawlers sign that used to hang in Brown’s
parents’ house. And that musky smell that follows you everywhere? That’s an actual “haunted house” fragrance.
“No one realizes how much goes into it,” Brown says.
Brown starts working on the next year’s theme as soon
as one season ends. By December, he’s back in his studio,
constructing new set pieces like a giant rat/alligator puppet and sculpting the five to 10 new masks typically needed
(his collection totals in the hundreds). His creative wheels
are always turning. Last year, he designed a 3-D maze that
visitors can explore at the end of their night for an extra $5.
Eventually, he hopes to move his workshop to an adjacent
building to give him more room. The 10,000 square feet of
haunted house space just isn’t cutting it.
Originally a computer science major, Brown said he
learned quickly it wasn’t the right choice for him. He has
always been at home in the art world, starting with making 8mm films in his parents’ basement as a kid to creating
cinematic escapes as an adult.
“I couldn’t think of anything else I’d rather do,” the art
major said. •
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THESCOOP

ON A SWEET BUSINESS IDEA

DEREK SMILEY ‘04 WAS
RECENTLY NAMED ONE
OF 10 UNDER 40 RISING
BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
BYTHE SHENANDOAH
VALLEY BUSINESS JOURNAL.
THE KEY TO HIS SUCCESS,
HE SAYS, IS HIRING PEOPLE
WITH DIVERSE SKILLS.
BRID-GE

MOUNT CRAWFORD
CREAMERY MILKS THEIR
HOLSTEIN AND HOLSTEINJERSEY COWS TWICE A DAY,
BETWEEN 60 AND 80 COWS
DEPENDING ON THE SEASON.

Y

It’s no surprise to Smiley’s family that he went down the
entrepreneurial path. In high school he grew spring/summer
annuals at a greenhouse on his parents’ property to sell at the
Harrisonburg Farmers Market. After attending Blue Ridge
Community College for two years, he decided to transfer to
Bridgewater and brainstormed with farmers market coordinator George Mertz about ways to make money to pay for
school. Mertz had the answer: Sell ice cream. Smiley launched
his mobile cart first in 2001 while still a student at Bridgewater (he majored in liberal arts, working toward elementary
education licensure, and was on the baseball team) and kept it
as a side gig while teaching third and fourth grade in the area.
He opened the standalone store in 2016 while promising
his mom, Debra, the store manager, that he’d step back from
teaching in two years to run it full-time. But the shop quickly
became so popular (they had to make ice cream around the
clock to keep up with
o VIDEO: FREEZE FRAME
demand) he made the
To learn more about the secret
switch earlier than
to Smiley’s Ice Cream’s success,
expected last spring.
check out our video online at
One of the best
bridgewater.edu/magazine.
parts of his job is seeing
the community come
together in a shared space. Whether it’s a Little League
team celebrating a Friday night victory, the Red Hat Society
ladies playing canasta or the Bridgewater College Department of History and Political Science (secret’s out!) hosting
a meeting, Smiley always envisioned creating a place that,
well, put smiles on people’s faces.
“Seeing the community and knowing you’re supplying a
product that people love and helps bring people together ...
it’s just cool,” he said. •

ou know you’ve made it when a bride changes her wedding time for you.
Last year, Derek Smiley ’04, owner of Smiley’s Ice
Cream in Mount Crawford, Va., took a call from a bride-tobe who wanted to book the store’s mobile ice cream truck
for her big day. Almost every weekend Smiley is on the
road, traveling from West Virginia and all over the state of
Virginia, to dish out cool treats at fundraisers and gatherings. He regretfully told the bride he was already booked for
another wedding reception that night. “No problem,” she
said. “I’ll just move my wedding up to the afternoon.”
That’s got to be some good ice cream. According to Smiley, all the credit goes to the cows, but his focus on smallbatch ice cream made with local, fresh ingredients can’t be
ignored. Smiley’s gets a premixed blend of fresh milk and
cream along with sugar (the base of the ice cream) from the
Mount Crawford Creamery located some 200 feet from the
shop’s front door. Smiley admits that the opportunity to pet
the calves or watch the moms being milked can be just as
much a draw for guests as the ice cream itself.
Smiley’s is open seven days a week (Mondays were added
as of 2019), with peak season, of course, being the summer months. It’s not uncommon to see a line of customers
wrapped around the building or to see Smiley directing
traffic in the parking lot. A busy Saturday in the summer can
total up to 1,000 guests—a sixth of the town of Bridgewater. Smiley orders 200 to 300 gallons of premixed milk and
cream each week in the summer, which are used to churn
out some 12 different flavors, including weekly and monthly
specials.
“The most fun part about this job is the creation of
flavors,” said Smiley, who went through 12 different samples
to find the perfect
combination for his
THE ICE CREAM SHOP’S BESTSELLER IS SALTED
vanilla flavor. “My
CARAMEL CHUNK. THEY MAKE THE CARAMEL
brain is always spinIN-HOUSE, AND OWNER DEREK SMILEY SAYS
ning: What can I
HE’S MADE IT SO MANY TIMES HE NO LONGER
do, how can I tweak
USES A THERMOMETER TO TELL IF IT’S READY;
something, how can I
make it better?”
HE CAN JUDGE BY THE SMELL.
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FILMMAKER FOLLOWS THE STORY AND HIS PASSIONS

A

ndrew Buss ’16 sees himself first and foremost as a storyteller, and that’s evident in the name of the
Santa Monica, Calif.,-based media production company he co-owns with his brother, Connor. The
two 20-somethings named Foreword Films after the notion that everybody has a story and every
journey has a foreword—your beginning impacts who you are today.
Buss’ own history is twofold. The brothers spent their childhood making films with friends, but the
idea for the business came when Connor, who was studying film at the University of North Carolina
Wilmington, came home for the summer and declared that they should start their own company. They
formed an LLC while Buss was still in high school, and he decided he should major in business in college to balance out Connor’s film studies.
Buss’ other love growing up was lacrosse. He
played throughout childhood and in high school,
and he knew he wanted to continue playing in
college. While visiting colleges in North Carolina
with his dad, Stewart, the goalie received an email
from Bridgewater’s head men’s lacrosse coach, Mic
Grant, who was recruiting for the College’s first
men’s lacrosse class. The father and son decided to
stop at Bridgewater on their way home to Maryland, and both had a feeling about Bridgewater
that they didn’t get from any other school they had
visited.
“It was definitely a sense of community and
home-like feel,” Buss said.
Being a part of Bridgewater’s inaugural lacrosse
team gave Buss the opportunity to develop his
leadership skills (a necessity in the business world),
as there were no seniors to guide the first-year players. He enjoyed the opportunity to help build the
foundation for a program that would last far beyond his four years guarding the net.
Immediately after graduating with a degree in business administration, Buss moved to California
to launch the production company with his brother. Many times, the Buss brothers are the youngest
people on a film set, but as the only two full-time employees at Foreword Films (they recently hired an
additional part-time employee) they are running the show in terms of concept, filming and the final
product. They do it all: from storyboarding initial ideas with clients to making graphics and more.
Three years in, Buss attributes their success with saying yes early on. The pair took on whatever proj ects came their way after cold calls, emails and in-person pitches. Making connections had a snowball
effect that brought in more jobs and helped build the business. Foreword Films’ client base includes
many family-run small businesses and nonprofits. Their stories of building something from the ground
up fueled by passion and vision rings true for the Buss brothers.
“We’re able to listen and relate to a lot of our clients,”
Buss
said. “We want to spend a lot of time with our clients
O VIDEO:‘FOREWORD’THINKING
and make sure we’re telling their story their way, but that
To learn more about Foreword Films’
we’re also adding our twist and style to it.”
story, check out the video online at
Although the business owners take inventory at the
bridgewater.edu/magazine.
beginning of each year of what they’re doing right and what
they’d like to improve on, Buss said it’s important for them
to keep a certain amount of flexibility in their goals. That fluidity allows their dreams to take new
shapes, to expand or shrink back as life unfolds. It allows the young entrepreneurs to have an open ending to their story. •

ANDREW BUSS’ ADVICE
TO OTHER YOUNG
ENTREPRENEURS IS
BASICALLY THE FAMOUS
NIKE SLOGAN: JUST
DO IT. “ALWAYS HAVE
A SAFETY NET AND
BACKUP PLAN, BUT IF
YOU DON’T PUT IN 100
PERCENT EFFORT, IF YOU
DON’T GO ALL IN ON IT,
CHANCES ARE YOU ARE
GOING TO FAIL.”
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Aubrey '78 and Esther
Knight '78 were inspired
to start a nonprofit
ministry, My Father's
House International, to
support an orphanage in
San Salvador, the capital
of El Salvador, after
taking a medical mission
trip to the city in 2002.

Where faith and
entrepreneurship
■
■
■
intersect
By Karen Doss Bowman ’91
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or Aubrey Knight ’78, longtime mission work abroad
transformed into an entrepreneurial venture.
Knight was a family physician in Salem, Va., when
he began leading yearly medical missions to Bolivia in
the early 1990s. A rise in airfares during the summer of
2002, however, resulted in a change of plans: Instead
of heading to Bolivia, Knight’s team went to San Salvador,
El Salvador, where they provided medical care for a group of
children living in a startup orphanage, La Casa de mi Padre.
It was supposed to be a one-time deal, with plans to resume
trips to Bolivia after this mission.
“But we fell in love with the country, with the ministry
and with the children,” said Knight, now the Senior Dean
for Student Affairs and a professor of family and community
medicine at the Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine.

Knight believed this ministry could have a bold impact,
but he believed its operational model wasn’t self-sustaining.
He wanted to promote awareness and provide financial support. At the time, he was serving on the board of directors
for an unrelated missions program and was able to obtain
donations for La Casa de mi Padre through that organization. That was only meant to be a short-term solution.
“The Lord impressed upon our hearts that we needed
to do more,” Knight said. “We needed a better solution to
get the word out [about La Casa de mi Padre] and to raise
funds.”
In 2004, Knight and his wife, Esther Elswick Knight
’78, established a nonprofit ministry, My Father’s House
International, to support the orphanage. In the early years,
the overriding mission was simply to provide a safe haven
and basic care for San Salvador’s children in crisis.
Over time, however, the organization’s focus has evolved
and expanded. Many of the children living at La Casa de mi
Padre have parents or other family members who abandoned them—typically because of poverty and lack of education. An important piece of the ministry today is trying
to reconcile the families and break the generational cycles of
shattered relationships.
“It’s about showing Christ’s love through the care we
provide for them,” Knight said.
For Esther, one of the rewards has been forming relationships with the children and watching them grow up to have
productive lives.
“Many [of these kids] are choosing service-oriented
professions, such as social work and education, and one
is planning to be a missionary,” said Esther, senior thesis
coordinator and humanities teacher at Faith Christian
School in Roanoke, Va. “They have seen the importance of
those services in their own lives, and they want to give back
to their communities. It’s amazing to see those young people
stepping up and becoming leaders.”
Bridgewater College has been central to the couple’s life
together: They met on the first day of their time at the College, during first-year orientation. They married before their
junior year. The couple’s children, Emily Knight Wilson ’05
and Justin Knight ’08, have been involved in the work of My
Father’s House International as well. The entire family received the West-Whitelow Award for Humanitarian Service
from the College in 2013.
“Bridgewater is so ingrained in us, and so much a part
of who we are,” Knight said. “The College helped me to
recognize the value and the responsibility to serve. Every bit
of my entire [life] experience has led to who I am today. It’s
my family, the communities I’ve lived in, the educational
institutions that are part of me—and a big part of that is
Bridgewater College.” •

E

ver since she was a little girl growing up in Ramallah, Palestine, Aseel Saied ’14 dreamed of studying in the United
States. After a year as a high school exchange student in
Texas, she knew that attending college in America would benefit her not only academically but allow her to become more
independent. It was also important to her to be innovative in
the way she resisted the political situation in her homeland, and
she chose to do that through education.
Attending Bridgewater College through the Hope Fund
helped Saied accomplish yet another dream: to open a health
and exercise business in Palestine. Saied majored in nutrition
and wellness with a minor in business, and she went on to get
a master of sports policy,
management and international development from
the University of Edinburgh.
“My minor helped me
understand the business
side of becoming an entrepreneur, and what it takes
for a business to be successfully financially, as well as a catalyst
for change in the community it serves,” she said.
Saied and her husband, who once coached the national
Palestinian boxing team, opened ElBarrio Gym in February
2016 in Ramallah. The gym seeks to foster talented athletes
from around the country with its Boxing Academy for boys and
girls ages 6 to 14 and to help its members represent Palestine
in international sporting events, from the Olympics to the
CrossFit Games.
Classes offered include Olympic weightlifting and adult
fitness and boxing, along with female-only fitness classes. Saied
believes in strength in community and hopes the gym becomes
a place entire families go to ease the pressure of daily life.
“Fitness, sports and exercise have the potential to help
people believe in their ability to change their reality,” she said.
Opening her own gym taught Saied that she is detailoriented but that “a margin of error needs to exist in order for a
business to grow.”
“It taught me that dreaming big is never underrated, and
that if you believe in creating change you can reach that with
the right vision, at the right time, with the right group of
people,” she said. •

GYM PROMOTES
STRENGTH IN
PALESTINE
COMMUNITY
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Beyond that,
Gooden,
who’16
majored
business
with
oshua
Gooden
knowsinthe
benefitsadministration
of superb marketing.
an emphasisGooden,
in marketing
at
Bridgewater
College,
is
an
entrepreneur
who serves as the Economic Development and
himself. HeTourism
photographs
high school
basketball games
and spends
Coordinator
for Rockingham
County,
communityhis
events
with
the
intent
of
capturing
the
spirit
days helping businesses and entrepreneurs of
in the
the place
he calls home
—
Elkton,
Va.
Shenandoah Valley promote themselves and coordinates

JOSHUA GOODEN HAS ALWAYS BEEN
DRAWN TO COMMUNITY SERVICE AND
SAYS BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE’S FOCUS
ON SERVICE-LEARNING AND OUTREACH
SOLIDIFIED HIS DECISION TO RUN FOR
MAYOR OF ELKTON, VA.

©VIDEO: HOMETOWN ADVANTAGE
To learn more about the place Josh

i Gooden calls home, check out our video
• online at bridgewater.edu/magazine.

partnerships among area organizations and community
leaders to better leverage the area’s impact as a whole.

One draw of Bridgewater for Gooden was that it was close to his
town with a population of 2,900 (he was a commuter student), which
afforded him the opportunity to show his new friends the
area he knows and loves. During the summers, Gooden
worked for a local outfitter that offered kayaking, canoeing
and tubing trips. Serving as a guide and sharing his insider
knowledge of the area with visitors from all over the country fell right in line with his marketing studies.
But Gooden’s college experience looked vastly different than that of his peers. As a first-year student, Gooden,
then 18, decided to run for an open seat on Elkton’s Town
Council. Gooden started considering a run when, three
days after his high school graduation, a candidate for mayor
asked Gooden to sign his petition to get on the ballot. That
got Gooden thinking: Why not just run himself? After all,
he’d earned the nickname of “Mr. Elkton” from his eighthgrade basketball coach for his dedication to community
service, and he even snagged rides to Town Council meetings from his
mom, Lisa, before he got his driver’s license in high school.
Juggling schoolwork with Town Council duties was certainly trying at times for Gooden, but the council made sure to set meetings
around his class schedule.
Gooden said the prevailing mindset at the College of performing
outreach to others further cemented his decision to remain involved
in politics after six years as a council member. When several residents
asked Gooden to run for mayor of Elkton, he officially threw his hat in
the ring in June 2018.
Gooden, who turned 25 a few days after Election Day in November 2018, is by far the youngest mayor in Elkton’s history. As the
ostensible CEO of the Town of Elkton, he runs the Town Council
meetings and fields constituents’ concerns, with his biggest goal of
continuing to showcase and market the community, especially the
downtown area. Elkton’s proximity to Skyline Drive, Shenandoah
National Park and the Appalachian Trail, to name a few nearby attractions, makes it prime for promotion, according to Gooden, who
assumed the mayor’s chair on Jan. 1.
“Elkton is perfectly situated and on the verge of revitalization,” he
said. “We have so many attributes from downtown to the scenery, we
just need to decide how we plan to showcase the town to the rest of
the state and the country.” •
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BUILDING A REPUTATION

FOR HONESTY
By Karen Doss Bowman ’91

I

n the five decades since

industrial jobs, and its name was
Wallace Hatcher ’55
changed to Lantz Construction
founded Lantz ConstrucCo. Today, the company has
tion Co., the business has
more than 100 employees.
grown and evolved into an
“We grew with the industry,”
industry leader. But one thing
Hatcher says. “As the industry
hasn’t changed: the company’s
changed, we changed.”
commitment to “treating all
Since the completion of
clients and business partners
its first million-dollar projwith fairness and integrity.”
ect—construction of the
It’s an accomplishment
Plains Elementary School in
that brings Hatcher—a modRockingham County—Lantz
est, unassuming gentleman—
Construction has built a wide
the most pride.
variety of prominent structures
“We did quality work,
in the Shenandoah Valley,
and we did honest work,” said
including Bluestone Vineyard,
Hatcher, former chair of the
the Sentara RMH Orthopedic
Bridgewater College Board
Center and the Bridgewater Fire
Department. The company also
of Trustees. “We had people
who would hire us to do their
has done numerous projects at
work without even asking
Bridgewater College over the
how much it was going to
years, including the Flory Hall
cost, because they knew we
connection between Wardo
WE GREW WITH THE
would be honest. That pleased
Hall and Founders Hall, the
INDUSTRY.
AS
THE
me, of course. To this day, the
Nininger Hall renovation, the
INDUSTRY CHANGED, WE
company is well-respected,
Kline Campus Center ground
CHANGED.
and I appreciate that as much as anything.”
floor renovation, the enclosed practice
facility for baseball, softball and golf and
After graduating from Bridgewater,
Hatcher served in the U.S. Army. Upon
Bowman Community Plaza.
completing his term of service, he and his
Hatcher, a native of Bassett, Va., met his
wife, Carolyn ’57, moved to Broadway, Va.,
wife, the former Carolyn Lantz, at Bridgewhere he began working for the building supply company
water College. She attended the College for a year and then
owned by his father-in-law, C.D. Lantz, also a former memcompleted her education at the Rockingham Memorial
ber of the College’s Board of Trustees.
Hospital School of Nursing. The couple, who have been
Hatcher began his own business by purchasing plots of
married for 61 years, have three adult children: Michael, a
land from his father-in-law and building houses. Though he
1982 BC graduate (who married Holly Hoover ’84), Gayle
didn’t have carpentry skills, he hired contractors to comand Lisa Carol.
plete the jobs while he oversaw business operations.
A business major at Bridgewater with minors in ecoWhen Hatcher first started the business, he often had
nomics and accounting, Hatcher credited outstanding
to help buyers with financing their home purchases—a
professors for providing a strong education that provided
significant challenge that affected cash flow and slowed the
the foundation for his career.
company’s growth. In 1960, he established Lantz Homes
“I had good business professors and a great experience at
Inc. with six employees. By 1976, the company’s focus
Bridgewater,” Hatcher said. “It was a high-quality education
had shifted from residential building to commercial and
and remains so today.” •
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PROMINENT PROJECTS

NININGER HALL (ABOVE) AND BOWMAN
COMMUNITY PLAZA (BELOW),
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE

JOWBj
: Sir hWPMHS

I] I] I] fl ^21!
BLUESTONE VINEYARD,
BRIDGEWATER, VA

SENTARA RMH ORTHOPEDIC CENTER,
HARRISONBURG, VA

FIRE DEPARTMENT,
BRIDGEWATER, VA
Photos courtesy of Bridgewater College and Lantz Construction Co.
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s the owner of two sign businesses, Signs USA and
Sign Pro, both located in Harrisonburg, Va., Kerry
Estabrook Cofield ’96 is there for the big moments
in everyone’s life. Her shops perform a variety of services,
including creating signs for new businesses, engraving
trophies and plaques and making vehicle wraps to advertise
newly launched products and services. Although Cofield
loves that her job changes day to day, the one constant that
brings her the most joy is working directly with customers.
“My passion is people,” she said. “I love being able to
connect with
■-------------------------------------------------people, and
this business
lets me be able |______________________________
to do that.”
Cofield works with clients on their vision for
the final product and relays that information to
her team, which includes an in-house designer and
installation crew. Some of Cofield’s clients have been
with her for 15 years.
“Our key focus has always been quality customer serKerry Estabrook Cofield ’96 owns Sign Pro and Signs USA, which produce projects such as
vice and making sure the integrity of our product is never
banners, vehicle magnets, engraved awards and trophies, and lighted signs.
compromised,” she said.
Originally from the New England area—her family
moved around a lot—Cofield was introduced to Bridgewater by a high school classmate, who invited her down for
she learned the business had been sold, but that the prospeca visit. She was immediately enthralled with the intimate,
tive new owner had backed out of the deal. Cofield and her
close-knit feel of the campus.
husband, Tony ’95, had been saving money with the thought
Bridgewater was the only colof investing in real estate, but instead put it toward Cofield’s
BUSINESS TO BUSINESS
lege she applied to, because she
new venture as a business owner at age 28. In December 2014,
had
found
the
only
place
that
Cofield also purchased competitor Signs USA.
After Kerry Estabrook Cofield
ever felt like home.
There was certainly a transition phase as Cofield, an Engdecided to buy Sign Pro,
“Academically, I think you
lish major with a minor in communication studies, learned
she reached out to the
can learn the same things at
the ins and outs of running a business. But doing things that
Shenandoah
almost
any
university,
but
I
scare her, that challenge her, is second nature to Cofield, who
Valley Small
think the foundation for what
created a bucket list of goals she wanted to accomplish after a
Business
it takes to become a successful
life-changing event.
Develop
person comes from the experiShortly after graduation, Cofield was struck by a car when
ment Center
ences
that
you
have,
”
she
said.
walking
down the side of the road on a rainy night, and she
Joyce Krech ‘80
for help. The
“My experience at Bridgewater
spent three weeks in the hospital followed by months of physicenter’s small business en
is what enabled me to be that
cal rehabilitation. Her doctor told her she would never run
trepreneur class gave her a
person.
again or have children due to the multiple pelvic fractures. But
good foundation of what to
Cofield
began
working
in
after completing her first 5K, then 10K, then multiple half
expect before transitioning
the sign business right after
marathons, then a full marathon, and giving birth to her two
from employee to manager.
graduation, first at Hi-Tech
sons, Cofield realized she couldn’t let anyone else tell her what
Read more about SVSBDC
Signs in Harrisonburg and later
her limits were.
and its executive director,
as an employee in the produc“I feel like if you’re not challenging yourself you’re not
Joyce Krech, an ’80 Bridge
tion department at Sign Pro.
growing,” she said. “I think everyone needs to be true to themwater alumna, online at
Cofield had been working at
selves and what they’re comfortable with, but it’s OK to test
bridgewater.edu/magazine.
Sign Pro for two years when
that comfort level sometimes.” •

Sign store owner leads

BY EXAMPLE
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CassNotes
1947

Dr. Fred Wampler of Bridge-

water, Va., along with his late
wife, Dorris ’47, received the

Distinguished Service Award
presented by the Shenandoah
Valley Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa

International for their service to

education. Fred taught 10 years in
public schools and more than 30

in the Department of Education

at Bridgewater College. Dorris
served as a librarian in Augusta

and Rockingham counties. She

taught library science classes at

James Madison University and
was the founder of the North

River Library in Bridgewater.

1955

Wallace and Carolyn Lantz
Hatcher ’57 of Harrisonburg,

1976

Va., received the 2018 Individual
Philanthropists Award presented

Andrea Steppe Collins was

by the Shenandoah Chapter of

recognized in D Magazine as one

the Association of Fundraising

of the top real estate agents in the

Professionals. The Hatchers are

Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas, area. She

very involved in the Virginia

retired after 33 years of teaching,

Mennonite Retirement Commu-

which began at Fort Defiance

nity and donate their time and

High School in Augusta County,

financial resources.

1957

Carolyn Lantz Hatcher (see

Wallace Hatcher ’55).

1959

In June, the Town of Bridgewater
honored Carlyle Whitelow,

Associate Professor of Physical

Education, Emeritus, by dedicating Whitelow Park in his honor.

The park is located off West Dry
River Road.

Va., and ended in Rockwall

County, Texas, before starting a
Mary Cline Detrick ’61 of HarrisonAward on July 7, at the Alumni Luncheon at the Church of the Brethren

Annual Conference in Cincinnati.

1963

Nancy Werking Poling of Black

Mountain, N.C., received $1,000

from the North Carolina Literary

Review as the winner of the 2018
Alex Albright Creative Nonfiction

Andrea Steppe Collins ‘76

Prize, sponsored by the North

1979

Carolina Literary Review. She
received the award for “Leander’s
Lies,” one of 63 submissions for

the nonfiction prize.

named Chief Medical Officer of

on Amazon.com. Stivers is an

Nuvelution Pharma Inc. He has

tions. This photo was taken in Dunedin, at Warner’s 80th birthday party.

Balboa Press. The book is available
ordained Unitarian Universalist
minister and a former pediatric

in medical research, and he will

hospital chaplain at Virginia Com-

support the company’s objective

monwealth University’s Children’s

in advancing late-stage clinical

Hospital of Richmond.

assets toward U.S. Food and Drug

1980

Administration approval. He

class of 1958, were suitemates at Bridgewater, who still enjoy sweet celebra-

Richmond, Va., had her first book,

1973

more than 30 years of experience

Wade Ellerbee of Lexington, Ky., and Norma Aist Diehl of Charlottesville, Va., all

The Rev. Dr. Cathie Stivers of

Reviving Our Indigenous Souls:
How to Practice the Ancient to
Bring in the New, published by

Dr. Kirk Ways ’73 has been

Nancy Cline Driver of Escondido, Calif., Dee Lowry Warner of Dunedin, Fla., Bee

second career in real estate.

burg, Va., received the 2018 Garber

earned his M.D. and Ph.D. in pharmacology from the University of

North Carolina. He has authored
more than 100 publications in the

fields of diabetes and cancer.

On July 23, Chris A. Lumsden

was named President and Chief

Executive Officer of Northern
Hospital of Surry County in Mount
Airy, N.C. Previously, he served as

Email your news on births, deaths, marriages, job changes, achievements, etc., to alumnews@bridgewater.edu
Log in to bridgewateralumni.com
Or, mail to Office of Alumni Relations, College Box 40, Bridgewater College, Bridgewater, VA 22812

Remember to include your name, maiden name, class year, spouse's name and class year if applicable, mailing address, phone and email address.
Please avoid using abbreviations and limit your submissions to 75 words or less. We look forward to hearing from you!

BRIDGEWATER

27

class notes
organization for the past 10 years.

Ridge Community College. Con-

risonburg Police Department. The

Before joining Middleby, she was

nor said, “My father [the late Dr.

award was given in recognition

Marketing Director for Virginia

Alvin Conner ’49] taught me the

of his work on sensitive cases

Metalcrafters.

value of giving.”

and with juveniles. The 17-year

Kevin Lounsbury, who works at

1996

department veteran also serves as

DuPont Community Credit Union

in Waynesboro, Va., gets up every

Jan Smith ’53 retired from the Bote-

tourt County Social Services Board

Association (AFBA) and its affiliate, 5Star Life Insurance Company,

he runs another 5.5 miles during

announced the promotion of Jill

his lunch hour. His long-range

Crickenberger Paulin to Senior

goal is to have run 100,000 miles

Vice President of Operations.

by his mother’s 90th birthday in

She has 21 years of experience

2023.

at AFBA/5Star Life, including

1990

customer service, training and

Chief Executive Officer of Halifax

Vice President of Product Devel-

President and Administrator of

Sentara Halifax Regional Hospital

heysville, Va., was promoted to

opment at Jenzabar. He will lead
the technological vision, strategic
direction and product devel-

in South Boston, Va. For the

opment of Jenzabar One, the

past two years, Sentara Halifax

Regional Hospital was selected as

a Top 100 Rural and Community

company’s cloud-based solution

moted to Marketing Manager for
the protein division of Middleby

Food Processing. She has worked
in global marketing and trade

show management roles with the

Dayton, Va., has joined Park View

the School Board of the City of

Elizabeth Smith McNeal of

named Superintendent of

Manassas City Public Schools by
Manassas, Va., on July 1. Previ-

ously, he served as Superinten-

provide leadership and strategic

administrator and director of

munications, market research,

product of development.

brand management and public

1991

a master of business administra-

the Association of Fundraising

University.

Virginia Association of School
Superintendents.

The Shenandoah Chapter of

relations initiatives. She earned

tion from Eastern Mennonite

Professionals recognized Sally

In May, Greg Miller of Rock-

Jane Conner of Bridgewater, Va.,

ingham, Va., was named Police

for her fundraising work at Blue

Officer of the Year by the Har-

ROW 1: Barbara Sellers Roller, Doris
Marion Wright Clark, Jan Smith

ROW 2: Wayne Spangler, Helen Wine

WINTER 2019

Dr. Kevin D. Newman was

direction for all of PVFCU’s com-

Moyer Whitmore, Edith Cosner Griffith,

28

1999

has worked as an application

Esther Landis Bittinger and Leon Rhodes

Charles Simmons

Dr. Kevin D. Newman ‘99

architect/developer, database

1948

Shickel, Janet Eller Coffman

enterprise projects.

25 years at Jenzabar, Zimmerman

class reunion

ROW 3: Marion Mason, John Boitnott,

in the implementation of key

Federal Credit Union as Director

Washington University.

Waynesboro, Va., has been pro-

2014 and has been instrumental

of Strategic Marketing. She will

Hospital. He earned a master

Carolynn Law Coiner of

operations. She was promoted to

Vice President of Operations in

for higher education. Over the last

in health services from George

1981

First Aid.

morning and runs 10.5 miles.

Les Zimmerman of McGa-

Regional Health System and then

vention Team and Mental Health

Aiming for 100 miles each week,

after seven years of service.

an instructor for the Crisis Inter-

In July, the Armed Forces Benefit

dent of Colonial Beach Public

Schools. He earned a master in
administration and supervision
from the University of Phoenix

and his doctorate in educational
leadership from Virginia Tech.

He is actively involved with the

Continued on page 31

class notes
class reunion

1958

ROW 1: Bernice "Bunny" Crockett Davenport, Nancy "Nan" Crockett Carter,

ROW 1: Ann Anderson Scott, Joann Painter Reid, Harriet Flora Rader, Betty Rickman Davis,

Dawn Spangler Jeffries, Ed Jeffries

Ken Bowman

ROW 2: Edgar Simmons, Curtis Coffman, Leroy Carter
ROW 3: Ken Smith, Gary Osborne, John Miller

ROW 2: Lula Belle Barnhart Wood, Wayne Mitchell, Ernie May, Becky Beech May
ROW 3: Jim Wood, Jim Ott, Stuart Suter, Tom Fralin, Henrietta Kiracofe Fralin

ROW 1: Cheryl Lackey Fairchilds, Connie Flora Nichols, Ann Mabe Poling, Carolene

Munson, Janice Ausherman Walsh, Sally Tabb Wilkerson

Grossnickle Perry, Lilchy Huffman, Carolyn Martin Gwaltney, Debbie Ofsa Julian,

ROW 5: Judy Fike Riley, Frank Riley, Bob Schwenk, Joe Harter, Howard Seal, Richard

Ginger Keifert Campos, Doris Meyer Tobias, Barbara Martin High

"Rick" Wasilius

ROW 2: Bev Marcum, Ann Foster Brown, Sandra Derr Trout, Karen Harman Ewing,

ROW 6: David Newbrough, Don Stephen, Bill Castle, Chester Dove, Richard Nichols,

Barbara Veitenheimer Bowman, Faye Wright Wampler, Joyce Grove Wampler, Nancy

Harry Chandler, Larry Adams

Frambes Gleich, Warren Weimer

ROW 7: Terry Glasgow, Terry Arbogast, Tom Julian, Doug Graves, Sam Zigler, Vern

ROW 3: Ruth Nelson Hannum, Judy Lewis Shuey, Betty Myers Valentine, Sandra

Fairchilds, Jim Wilkerson

Feagan Stern, Bev Perdue Jennings, Alice Anderson Tillett, Pat Harris Nevill, Linda Kyle

ROW 8: Mike Guinn, Jim Walsh, Larry Williams, Dean Hauptman, Jim Upperman, Dick

Ibex, Connie Rucker Hall, Dale Hartman

Masincup, Harold Furr, Dave Coffman

ROW 4: Marge Miller Poling, Lynn Flory Riner, Sarah Patterson Castro, Donna Phillips

BRIDGEWATER
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class notes

ROW 1: Grover Collins, Maggie Fleming Smallwood, Gretchen Beerbower

Truscott, Karen Smith Hayes

Schlomann, Christine Chesneau, Karen Rogers Zehr, Heidi Peregoy Thompson,

ROW 3: Mary Bert Hawkins, Doug Smith, Debby Leder Grogan, Laura Connell

Merry Egge, Jill Gottshall Mooney

Wurzer, Beth Hershner, Ken Crites

ROW 2: David Trout, Mary Anne Hotchkiss Reynolds, Kathy DeCesari, Dan
Bowman, Eleanor "Ditty" Warren Reed, Janice Veach Siegel, Joni Walton

ROW 1: Kathy Gould Barber, Paul Smith, Joy Fisher Perry, Martha Teets Reish,

Brower, Greg Harper, Cathy Simmons Huffman, Brooke Pippen Schini

Linda Welty Wood, Bonnie Kline Cheshire, Esther Elswick Knight

ROW 4: Tina Morgan Barnett, Craig Waters, Anita Hall Waters, Mary Beth

ROW 2: Barb Cronk Clayton, JeffJohnson, Tom Wingate, Fran Webb Ford, Rick

Baughman Lambert, Debby Moyer Allen, Carolyn Switzer Stevens, Pam Sexton

Davis, Patsy Rohrer Wagner, Aubrey Knight

Brady

ROW 3: Alvin Rankin, Dave Wood, Andy Durdock, Johnny Mileson, Keith

30
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class notes

ROW 1: Chris Spickler Deal, Linda Lipscomb Tax, Nancy Gorton Tate, Paula

Harlow Best, Kim Kirkwood, Mary Helen Ellis Tucker, Tammy Cover Balser

Ziegler Ulrich, Mel White, Deborah Payne Western, Debbie Layman Will, Betsy

ROW 3: Curt Dudley, Lisa Hollinger Clemens, Kelly Mason Kophazi, Chuck

Payne Putney

Talbott, Erik Kloster, Jimmy Mears

ROW 2: Brad Neff, Mark Boston, Rob Stolzman, Diane Ober Garber, Cathy

ROW 1: Lisa Mills Borgwardt, Susan
Hook Ryan, Jeanne Dia Ritchie

ROW 2: Mary White Helmick, Lora
Lanzillotti Smith, Marci Inman
Strosnider, Jason Strosnider

ROW 3: Alan Borgwardt, Ron
Ramsey, Bryan Moser

Continued from page 28

2000

Carrie Ebling Barb of Verona,

Va., has been named Principal of

Churchville Elementary School.
She joined Augusta County Public

Schools in 2000 as a kindergarten and first-grade teacher at
Stump Elementary School. She

was named Teacher of the Year
at Stump Elementary in 2012.

Since 2013, she has served as
an assistant principal at River-

heads Elementary School. She

earned a master of education in

she has worked as a part-time

administration and supervision

reference librarian at the Scarbor-

in K-12 schools from Shenandoah

ough Library. She earned an M.S.

University.

in library science from Clarion

Chris Obenshain and his wife,

University of Pennsylvania.

Jennifer, welcomed their first child,

Jenny Watson, certified in

a son, Joseph Essex, on April 10.

Family and Consumer Sciences

The family lives in Richmond, Va.

and a Family and Consumer Sci-

2001

ences (FCS) educator at Southeast

Frances Marshall of Shepherd-

Middle School in Kernersville,
N.C., received the American As-

stown, W.Va., has been named

sociation of Family and Consumer

Archive and Special Collections

Sciences 2018 National Teacher

Librarian of Shepherd University’s

of the Year award. The award

Scarborough Library. Since 2004,

Continued on page 34

Kirk Monroe ’02 and his wife,

Amanda, traveled to Niagara Falls,
N.Y., from March 31 through April

7. The couple is standing on the
American side, with Horseshoe Falls

behind them.
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class notes

ROW 1: Andra Showalter, Lori
Meyerhoeffer Moyer, Shari Huffman
Payne, Darin Bowman

ROW 2: Kathryn Rhodes Bremner,
Scott Brown, Melissa Conner
Szulkowski, Bobbi Brinegar

Rosenberger, Lloyd Parsons

ROW 3: Jeremy Breneman, Brent Hull,
Travis Andrews, JeffMiller

class reunion

ROW 1: Renee Luers Mohr, Karen Monger Reeder, Scott Brown, Jodi Sites Weiler,

ROW 3: Steve Mariast, Tonya Ramsey Colbert, Jennifer Mattice Hannah, Sarah

Brenna Layne, Tim Layne

Brown Bush, Janice Gibbel Sommerhoff

ROW 2: Krista Kerns Shonk, Nicole Szymkowski Brown, Shalom Black Lane,

ROW 4: Jennifer Young, Kelly Vaughan Schuhmann, Elizabeth Ott, Laurie Wiles

Ginger Gates, Harvey Leddy

Arenas

32
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class notes

ROW 1: Jodie Flook Grove,
Brian Ratliff, Naomi Gordon
Walker, Holly Ruley, Jennie

Draper

ROW 2: Dan Grove,
Laura Boyd Farmer, Megan
Orndorff Huffman, Gregg
McCullough, Kim Wooding

Lee, Chris Collins

ROW 3: Kimberly Garber
Dove, Katie Shaffer Turner,
Paul Stutzman

ROW 1: Marianne Naumann Lamb, Emily Gordon, Ashley Gordon Orpiano,

Morgan Showalter Shirkey, Benjamin Shirkey, Marissa Slaughter Stalvey, Heather

Whitney Dudding Kingston, Kristen Everett, Sarah Baker Wilburn, Jenn Gravatt

Galang, Brent Darsch

Glazer, Justin Knight

ROW 4: Emily LaPrade VanPelt, Sara Kate Moore, Stephen Woodard, Angela

ROW 2: Denise Fitz Holman, Katie Lawler Clark, Gina Pagliaro, Nicky

Flage, Meggie Lam Chopade, Ian McNeil

Wetzelberger, Jessica Buckland Bostic, Sharon Sweet, Emily Weir Goss, Heidi Yoder

ROW 5: Ryne Powell, Betsy Davies Powell, Ryan Howard, Jennifer Upshaw, Jeff

Steele, James Michael

Adams

ROW 3: Stuart Holman, Fred Duquette, Mallory Hall Duquette, Shannon McNeil,

ROW 6: Tripp Lamb, Eddie Entsminger, Yolanda Tillman Montague, Phil Powers
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class notes
class reunion
■

2013
&

gnra6E*«r

ROW 1: Heather Horst Boehm, Evan Boehm, Kristen Weisiger, Jessie Houff, Katie

ROW 3: Amanda Moyer Good, Tyler Goss, Dominique Turner, Jarrod Jones,

Smith, Kimberly Underwood Ottman, Bethanie Glover, Anna Berkshire Haarer

Dilan Najjar

ROW 2: Bethany Dunlap Maenz, Kevin Maenz, Christina Hanes, Christa

ROW 4: Josh Law, Kyle Rogers, Anthony Hammer, Britni Coleman Spurlock, Wes

McCloud Gallo, Karl Mongold, Keith Lance

Dunlap

class reunion

2018

ROW 1: Raneeka Foster,
Gracyn Asihene, Amber Celen,
Jordon Weatherwax, JaVonne

Lewis

ROW 2: Nathan Goodlin,
Philip Meador, Ida Basilio

Continued from page 31

recognizes exemplary teachers
who utilize cutting-edge meth-

ods, techniques and activities to

provide stimulus and visibility to
FCS in elementary and secondary
education.

2004

Julie Lynne Carper and Kevin

Willis Hay were married Nov. 18,
2017. Julie is a Certified Public
Accountant at Yount, Hyde & Barbour CPAs and Consultants. The

couple lives in Winchester, Va.

2005

Kathryn Tice Bender and her

husband, Dean, have a son, Robert
James, born March 21. The family,

which also includes a daughter,

Claire, lives in Palmyra, Va.

2006

Fire Chief John Jeniec of

Marshall, Va., has been awarded
lifetime membership by the

Orlean Volunteer Fire and Rescue

Department (OVFRD) for his 20

years of service to the community.
In addition to his volunteer work

at the OVFRD, Jeniec is a member
of the City of Fairfax Fire Depart-
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ment, where he was awarded

Firefighter of the Year twice—in

2008

2011 and again in 2014.

Kara French Fisher (see Joshua

2007

Alex Wilkens has been named

Joshua and Kara French Fisher
’08 of Midlothian, Va., have a

daughter, Piper Sutton, born July

18. Grandparents include Larry ’80

and Pam French of Bridgewater, Va.
John Granofsky of Atlanta,

earned an M.B.A. from Georgia
State’s Robinson College of Busi-

Fisher ’07).

Head Football Coach at Christiansburg (Va.) High School. He served

as Defensive Coordinator at Glen-

var High School before relinquish-

ing that role in 2016 to obtain a
master in educational leadership
from Radford University.

Mary Helen Clemmer Thorne

ness. He is co-author of The Mil-

and her husband, Jeremy, have a

lionaire Millennials: A Handbook
to Crypto Investing. The book is

Mary Helen owns and operates

available on Amazon.com.

son, Thomas Porter, born Sept. 5.
Health Impact, a massage therapy

class notes
she teaches English with Mission

to the World, an outreach of the

Presbyterian Church of America.

Peters and Sloan visited Asen’s
Fortress located in the foothills
above Asenovgrad, Bulgaria.

Travis Chittum ’15 and Kelsey
Limbert ’16

Three BC alumni ran the Jackson River Trail Marathon in Covington, Va., on
June 23. Jenny Logan ’12 (left) won the women’s marathon and finished third
overall. Jonathan Lyle ’79 (center) finished third in the men’s 60-64 bracket and
was 38th overall. Willie Logan ’14 (right) finished second in the men’s 25-29 age

Andrew Peters ’15 and Rachael Sloan
‘14

bracket and was the 33rd overall finisher.

practice. The family, which in-

cludes a daughter, Caroline, lives

in Staunton, Va.

2009

Ashley Corbin Clatterbuck and

her husband, Chris, have a son,
Noah Christopher, born July 7. The
family lives in Unionville, Va.

Sara Edwards Salvato, a

Special Education Teacher at
Lee-Davis High School (LDHS),
was named the Hanover County

Public Schools Teacher of the
Year. She earned a master’s
degree from Liberty University.

The award recognizes teachers
who are actively involved in the

school and community and serve
as a role model and ambassador

for other teachers. She has been

employed with Hanover County

Public Schools since 2003 and a
teacher at LDHS in Mechanicsville,

Va., since 2011.

Tracy Hinkle Wellman and
her husband, David Wellman Jr.
’10, have a son, Tucker, born May

29. The family, which includes
another son, Hunter, lives in
Chesterfield, Va.

2010

David Wellman Jr. (see Tracy

Hinkle Wellman ’09).

2011

Darius Burrus and Jessica

Mullen ’13 were married Oct. 7.

2016

On Nov. 6, Joshua Gooden was
elected Mayor of the Town of
Elkton, Va.

Kelsey Limbert (see Travis Chit-

The couple lives in Aldie, Va.

tum ’15).

Kevin and Stacey Beam Kirk

2017

’12 welcomed their first son,

Cameron Howard, on April 15. The

Zach Lokey of Harrisonburg,

family lives in Grottoes, Va.

Va., participated in the 2018

2012

edition of Dancing with the Stars
of the ’Burg! In three months,

Stacey Beam Kirk (see Kevin
Kirk ’11).

Jenny Logan has been named

Head Women’s Basketball Coach

at Eastern Mennonite University.

She recently completed her third
season at Hollins University. She
also has coaching experience

from Mount St. Mary College

and the University of Lynchburg
(formerly Lynchburg College).

Morgan Poston and Trevor
Dunkle were married April 28. The

couple lives in Williamsburg, Va.,

Kelly Pennington ‘15

2015

Christopher V. Black of

Woodstock, Va., earned a doctor
of physical therapy from Old

Dominion University’s College of
Health Sciences on May 4. He is

employed at Sentara RMH Medical Center.

Travis Chittum and Kelsey Limbert ’16 were married June 9. The

with their daughter, Olivia.

couple lives in Waynesboro, Va.

2013

neth Alan Szabo were married

Jessica Mullen (see Darius Bur-

Kelsie Lynn Floyd and KenMay 12. Kelsie is employed by

rus ’11).

Orangetheory Fitness and Ken-

2014

neth works for ADAPT. The couple

lives in Charlottesville, Va.

stown, Md., earned a doctor of

master of social work from Mor-

Meredith Reynolds of Hager-

veterinary medicine from Kansas

State University’s College of
Veterinary Medicine in May. She
is an Associate Veterinarian at

Kelly Pennington earned a
gan State University. She earned

a license to practice in the state of
Maryland and is a social worker at
the University of Maryland Medi-

Caring Hands Animal Hospital in

cal Center in Baltimore.

Rockville, Md.

Andrew Peters (see Rachael

In April, Andrew Peters ’15 of

Sloan ’14).

he raised more than $25,000 for
the Harrisonburg-Rockingham

Child Day Care Center. At the

main event held on Nov. 11, he

received the Shining Star Award,
the Children’s Champion Award,
the Judge’s Choice Award and the

Grand Champion Mirror Ball Tro-

phy. Lokey is a Business Development Representative for Nielsen
Builders Inc.

Alex Smith has joined Averett
University’s football staff as a Wide
Receivers Coach. He previously

coached the cornerbacks at West
Virginia Wesleyan College for one

season, where he also oversaw
video and film for practices and

games, managed the equipment
room and assisted with recruiting.

He is pursuing a master in business administration from Averett.

2018

Christina Herbert has been
named an Assistant Men’s and
Women’s Golf Coach at the

University of Lynchburg, where
she is pursuing a master in school

counseling. Lynchburg’s inaugural

Leesburg, Va., visited Rachael

women’s golf season is set for

Sloan in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, where

2019-20.
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Memorials
In the next issue of Bridgewater, you will see a change in format to the Memorials section. We will be publishing
shorter memorials to allow for a larger Class Notes section and more Bridgewater College news. Please continue to send

memorial information to: alumnews@bridgewater.edu.

Joseph Kyle Scott ’35 of

The Rev. Carl F. Smith ’43 of

Korea. For many years, she taught

Hagerstown, Md., died May 30, at

Manassas, Va., died May 27, at the

at the hospital now known as

(Md.) and Bridgewater churches

the age of 103. He joined the U.S.

age of 95. He was pastor of the

Children’s Hospital of Richmond.

of the Brethren. He was an avid

Army Air Force in 1942 and served

Manassas Church of the Brethren

She was an active member of

woodcarver, creating birds, ducks

on Tinian Island. He earned a mas-

from 1952-73, and then was a

Grace Covenant Presbyterian

and jewelry.

ter’s degree from Virginia Tech.

senior loan officer with Com-

Church. An accomplished prize-

He taught vocational agriculture

monwealth Savings and Loan for

winning poet, Evelyn was invited

and was the Future Farmers of

16 years. He volunteered with the

by Dr. Phillip C. Stone to write a

America adviser at Williamsport
(Md.) High School for 20 years.

Prince William Hospital Auxiliary

poem and read it at his inaugura-

for 17 years. Classical music, his

tion as President of Bridgewater

active in both the Westminster

Eva Lee White Sencindiver
’48 of Strasburg, Va., died Nov. 1,
2017, at the age of 90. She was a

member of Strasburg Presbyterian
Church, the United Daughters of

He then became principal of the

faith and his family were impor-

College in 1994.

school for 10 years before retiring.

tant to him.

the Confederacy, the Massanutten

He was a member of Williamsport

Gloria E. Bohn Wilson ’46 of

Garden Club, Strasburg Compas-

Anna Mae Pope Will ’45 of

Bedford, Pa., died April 3, at the

sion Cupboard and Strasburg

than 70 years.

Bridgewater, Va., died April 22, at
the age of 93. She taught typing

age of 92. She was an Assistant

Heritage Society. She was also a

Home Demonstrator for the

docent at the Strasburg Museum.
The Rev. Eugene Edward

United Methodist Church for more
Ruth M. Solenberger Dobbins

and bookkeeping at Timberville

Maryland Extension Service in

’39 of Newark, N.J., died June

High School. She was a member

Cumberland, Md. As an agent,

30, at the age of 101. She taught

of the Church of the Brethren

she worked with more than 40

elementary school for many

and served as a deacon and circle

4-H clubs in Allegany County. She

years. She was active in the First

co-president. She was a member

taught at various positions within

Presbyterian Church in Newark.

of various organizations, includ-

the Bedford School District. She

She enjoyed sewing, gardening

ing president of the garden club,

was a member of the Bedford

and playing bridge.

women’s club, Red Cross Blood

Church of the Brethren.

Drive, bridge club and hospital

from DePaul University. He was

The Rev. Myron Shipman

an educator for 37 years, serving

Miller ’47 died Nov. 3, of com-

as teacher, coach and principal.

plications following pneumonia.

He retired in 1989 as Director of

Mary Long Howar ’43 of

Shenandoah Junction, W.Va.,

auxiliary. She also volunteered in

Smith ’48 of Churchville, Va.,
died Aug. 14, at the age of 90.

He earned a master of divinity from Bethany Theological

Seminary and a master in school

administration and supervision

died June 15, at the age of 96.

the hospital gift shop.

She was a Registered Nurse and

Lee Bowman Moomaw ’46 of

He was 95. He graduated from

Instruction and Maintenance at

served as a nurse in the U.S. Navy

Virginia Beach, Va., died March 29.

Bethany Theological Seminary

the Augusta County School Board

central office. He was a lifelong

during World War II. She touched

She envisioned the Marsh Walk at

and was an ordained minister in

many lives as a nurse and in her

the Virginia Aquarium and Marine

the Church of the Brethren. In his

member of the Elk Run Church of

love for God. She leaves a legacy

Science Center, helped found the

37 years with the Virginia Council

the Brethren, where he served 11

of unconditional love for people,

Virginia Native Plant Society, vol-

of Churches, he served as Associ-

years as pastor. He is survived by

undiscriminating kindness and a

unteered at the Norfolk Botanical

ate Executive, Executive, Director

his wife, Theresa.

compassionate heart.

Garden and served on the Virginia

of Program Ministries and Director

Mildred Schmidt Nethken ’43,

Beach Beautification Committee

of the Migrant Head Start pro-

and the Flower Guild of First Pres-

gram. He was an active member

byterian Church. Her dedication

of the West Richmond Church of

to horticulture and conservation

the Brethren.

earned her awards from the Gar-

M.D. from the Medical College
of Virginia. He completed an

David Eller Flora Sr. ’48 of

internship and internal medicine

of Hagerstown, Md., died Aug.
8, at the age of 94. She earned a

master’s degree from the Univer-

sity of Maryland at College Park.

She began her teaching career in
1943 in the Garrett County Public

den Club of America, the Garden

Club of Virginia and the Virginia

Dr. Herman Wallace Brubaker

’49 of Roanoke, Va., died April 12,

at the age of 93. He earned his

Bridgewater, Va., died Nov. 5, at

residency at Lewis-Gale Hospital.

the age of 96. He served in the

After working at the Floyd County

Civilian Public Service during

Clinic in 1957, he opened the Box-

School System and retired as

Beach Garden Club.

Coordinator of the Office of Home

Evelyn Ritchie Tower ’46 of

World War II. He taught industrial

ley Hill Clinic, where he practiced

Economics for the Baltimore

San Jose, Calif., and formerly of

arts, managed a camp/conference

family medicine until retiring

County School System in 1983.

Richmond, Va., died Aug. 9, at the

center and made cabinets. He was

in 2004. A lifelong member of

She was a member of Bethel

age of 91. She served 15 years as a

a Boy Scout leader and volunteer

Williamson Road Church of the

United Methodist Church.

Presbyterian missionary in South

with Habitat for Humanity. He was

Brethren, he served as deacon,
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Lowell Anthony Miller, Business Manager and Treasurer of Bridgewater College from 1958-83, died
Sept. 9, 2018, at his home at the Bridgewater Retirement Community. He was 101.

He was born on July 28, 1917, to David Racy and Sarah Frances Wampler Miller. The youngest of eight
children, he was born and raised on the Miller farm in the Greenmount area, and spent most of his life

in Rockingham County, Va.

He is survived by his wife of 71 years, Peggy Wright Miller ’47, and five children: Michael A. Miller ’70
(Karen Stoneburner), Harrisonburg, Va.; Marilyn Miller Knopp ’73 (David), Staunton, Va.; Lawrence W.

Miller ’74 (Ellen Burkholder ’79), Bridgewater; E. Dustyn Miller ’77 (Sherry Stitt ’75), Weyers Cave, Va.;

and Robert R. Miller ’79 (Terri Gladwell ’80), Bridgewater, Va.
He is also survived by 10 grandchildren: Ashley Miller Bucher (Jonathan), Molly Miller Billhimer ’08
(Wayne), Joy Anna Knopp Greer (Steve), Joel Knopp (Patricia), Samuel Knopp (Brandy), Nathanael

Knopp ’08 (Jackie ’06), Kelly Marie Miller, Matthew Miller ’11 (Kariann), Rebekah Miller Stovall ’12 (Bill
’10) and Stephen Miller ’15, and 20 great-grandchildren.

Miller graduated from Bridgewater College in 1940. Following graduation, he spent a year in graduate school at Virginia Tech and another year as a
Southern States store manager, before joining the U.S. Army in 1942. Raised in the Church of the Brethren, Miller initially registered as a conscientious

objector, but after the attack on Pearl Harbor, he gave up that status. Soon afterward, he found himself on a troop ship headed to North Africa, and

while serving in Italy, Capt. Miller was awarded a Bronze Star and the Silver Star for “Gallantry in Action.”
On June 8, 1947, Miller married the former Peggy Wright of Roanoke, Va. Miller taught vocational agriculture and coached at Linville Edom High

School for several years before being elected to the first of two terms as Commissioner of Revenue for Rockingham County. In 1958, he became Business Manager and Treasurer at Bridgewater College, a position he held for 25 years. He received the Outstanding Service Medal upon his retirement.
In May 2017, Miller was honored with the Phillip C. Stone Award for Exemplary Service to the College.

Miller was a lifelong member of the Church of the Brethren, first at Greenmount and later at Bridgewater, serving as a deacon for 40 years. He served

on the Board of Directors of the First National Bank for 30 years, was a longtime member of Ruritan National Inc., served on the Rockingham County
Equalization Board for many years and was Chair of the Sesquicentennial Celebration of the town of Bridgewater.

He and Peggy enjoyed traveling in their retirement, visiting all 50 states and 40 countries on six continents. He also enjoyed golf in his retirement,
scoring two holes-in-one. He cherished most, however, the friendships with his golfing buddies.
Gifts may be made to the Lowell A. and Peggy W. Miller Scholarship Fund c/o Bridgewater College, 402 E. College St., Bridgewater, VA 22812.

board member and Sunday

U.S. Department of Agriculture

school teacher. He is survived by

on-farm egg grading operation.

University) and taught in the nursing program at Virginia Western

the Virginia Association for Early

his wife, Elizabeth.

In 1970, along with several local

Community College, eventually

Childhood Education. She was an

Elva Aylor Einsel ’49 of Wester-

professionals, he created Mas-

becoming the program’s director.

elder at Blacksburg Presbyterian

sanutten Development Inc., which

She worked as Director of Nursing

Church.

is known today as Great Eastern

at Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation

Resort. He developed and built

Center and later developed the

Bertie Prather Leahy ’50 of

four hotels, three golf courses, five

LPN-to-RN nursing program at

Neighbors convenience stores,

Blue Ridge Community College.

restaurants, student-housing

Kathleen Wright Wampler ’49

ington School for Secretaries and

of Blacksburg, Va., died June 20,

worked first as a transcriber for

at the age of 90. She began her

the National Institutes of Health

ville, Ohio, died May 23, at the age

of 89. She earned an M.Ed. from

the University of Virginia and, as
a U.S. Army wife, moved 19 times
before retiring in Ohio. She was

a reading specialist and English
teacher for more than 23 years,

did secretarial work at the Pen-

tagon for eight years and served

complexes, residential develop-

ments and two shopping centers.
He is survived by his wife of 66

Children Award presented by

Bethesda, Md., died Nov. 20, at

the age of 90. She graduated from
Bridgewater College and Wash-

career working for the state of Vir-

and later as a bookkeeper for the

ginia as a Cooperative Extension

family business—Leahy Plumbing

& Heating. A lifelong sports fan,

as church secretary at Ebenezer

years, Helen.

United Methodist Church until her

Jo Ann Moomaw Miller Low-

Agent, and later earned an M.S.

mid-70s. She enjoyed gardening.

don ’49 of Botetourt County, Va.,

in family and child development

her favorite teams were the Na-

John Luther “J.L.” Hopkins III

died May 22, at the age of 91. She

from Oklahoma State University.

tionals, the Wizards, the Redskins

’49 of McGaheysville, Va., died

June 24, at the age of 90. He

graduated from the University of

In 1963, she joined Virginia Tech

and the Maryland Terrapins.

Virginia’s School of Nursing. She

as an Extension Specialist and

Joyce Catherine Moyers ’50 of

taught nursing at Rockingham

Assistant Professor in Family and

farmer and developer. He started

Memorial Hospital’s School of

Child Development, retiring in

the first commercial cage laying
operation in Virginia and the first

Nursing. She earned a master’s

1983. She was a recipient of the

degree from Hollins College (now

Outstanding Service to Young

served in the U.S. Army. He was a

Harrisonburg, Va., died June 12,

at the age of 90. She earned an
M.S. in library science from the

University of North Carolina at
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Chapel Hill. She retired as Director

Chestertown. She was an avid

served in the church as board

instructor, logging 3,300 hours in

of Rockingham Public Library

volunteer and served on many

chair, deacon, member of the

jet fighters. He flew with Buzz Al-

(now Massanutten Regional

boards, including Horizons, KART

choir and parish nurse. She was a

drin and Neil Armstrong stateside

Library) after 36 years of service.

and the Hospital Auxiliary Board.

committee member for National

during the Korean War. He worked

More recently, she worked as a

She actively volunteered with the

Christian Education Conference in

in sales for Smith Transfer Com-

part-time receptionist in Oak Lea

Chestertown Hospital, American

Orlando. She served on Southern

pany for more than 25 years. He is

at Virginia Mennonite Retirement

Cancer Society, Red Cross, Hos-

Appalachia Leadership Initiative

survived by his wife, Marceline.

Community. She was a member

pice, Horizons and KART.

on Cancer for the Carolinas and

of Linville Creek Church of the

Georgia. She is survived by her

Warren Robert Wright ’53 of

Eugene “Gene” E. Hillyard ’51

Brethren, where she served on the

Clearwater, Fla., died July 15, at

of Harrisonburg, Va., died Aug. 25,

husband of 65 years, Charles.

the age of 88. In 1953, he joined

at the age of 89. He served in the

Gilbert Clarence Walbridge

the U.S. Air Force as a pilot and

Korean War. Most recently, he was

’51 of Easton, Md., died Aug. 22,

flew 275 combat missions in

Dawn Arey Smith ’50 of Har-

employed at Sellers Real Estate

at the age of 98. During and after

Vietnam. He earned numerous

risonburg, Va., died July 17, at the

and Rocco Building Supplies. He

World War II, he served in Civilian

awards and medals, including the

age of 89. She and her husband,

attended the Otterbein United

Public Service at the Selective

Distinguished Flying Cross and

the late William L. Smith Jr.,

Methodist Church.

Service headquarters in Washing-

seven Air Medals. He earned an

operated Hill Top Grocery. She

Merle L. Jenkins ’51 of Orange

ton, D.C., at the Brethren Service

honorable discharge as a Major

Center in New Windsor, Md., and

from the Air Force in 1973. He

at Camp Kane, a Forest Service

served as a pilot for a Florida-

church board and was financial

secretary.

taught piano for 25 years, and

volunteered with the Cub Scouts
of America and Rockingham Me-

morial Hospital Hospice. She was

a member of First Presbyterian
Church of Harrisonburg, where

she taught Sunday school and
sang in the choir. She served two
terms on the Harrisonburg City
School Board.
James R. Stevenson ’50 of
Columbus, Ohio, died Jan. 16, at

the age of 91. During World War II,

he served in the U.S. Army in the
Philippines and Japan. He served
as a missionary in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo for 16

years, and was a United Methodist
pastor in Ohio until retirement. He

is survived by his wife, Martha.

Earl C. Walston ’50 of Midlothian, Va., died July 8, at the

age of 91. During World War

II, he served in the U.S. Army’s
19th Medical Laboratory in the
Philippines. His career began as a

bacteriologist, and evolved into

pharmaceutical sales and then
business and sales management.

He retired as Sales Manager of
Anchor Hocking Glassware in

1983 and moved from New York
to Virginia. He is survived by his

wife of 71 years, the former Marie

Burgess ’48.
Doris Jean Garst Floyd ’51
of Bartlesville, Okla., died Sept.

29, at the age of 88. She lived
in Chestertown, Md., for many

years, where she was a deacon
at the Presbyterian Church of
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Park, Fla., died Nov. 13, at the age
of 89. He is survived by his wife of

almost 30 years, Lynn.
Dr. Raymond Franklin Moore

Jr. ’51 of Sumter, S.C., died Sept.

29, at the age of 90. He was a U.S.
Army veteran. He received a Ph.D.

in entomology from Rutgers University. He spent the majority of
his career in the Agricultural Research Service of the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture. He was the

former director of the European

Parasite Laboratory near Paris. He
was a Boy Scout troop leader and

an avid geometric artist.

The Rev. John Earle Sayre ’51
of Bridgewater, Va., died Nov. 8, at

the age of 92. He graduated from

Bethany Theological Seminary

and pastored congregations in
Roanoke, Timberville and Beaver
Creek near Bridgewater. He was a

sergeant in the U.S. Army during
World War II. After retiring from

full-time ministry, he served as

Associate Director of Admissions
at Bridgewater from 1985-92 and
maintained a private counsel-

ing practice. He was a member
of Bridgewater Church of the

Brethren.
Evelyn Welch Trostle ’51 of
Huntingdon, Pa., died May 2, at

the age of 87. She taught home
economics in Shanksville, Pa., was

a registered nurse in Orlando,
Fla., and practiced as a nurse

supervisor for Ashe Services for
Aging in West Jefferson, N.C. She

base camp, located in Kane, Pa.

based homebuilder and, later, was

From the 1950s to the 1980s, he

the Chief Executive Pilot for the

was partners with his two broth-

Home Shopping Network, before

ers in operating Walbridge Bros.

retiring in 1995.

Construction. He was a member
of the Church of the Brethren

since 1929. He is survived by his
wife of 75 years, Marjorie.
Gar Miley ’52 of Harrisonburg,

Ray W. Judy ’54 of Kalamazoo,

Mich., died May 9, at the age
of 85. He was employed at The
Upjohn Company, where he was

a biochemist. He received an

Va., died June 27, at the age of 87.

Upjohn Award in 1991, the high-

He earned a master’s degree from

est recognition for an employee.

Madison College (now James

He served as caregiver for his wife,

Madison University). He served as

Carol, who died in 2003 following

principal of Ottobine, Timberville

a long battle with Huntington’s

and Pleasant Valley elementary

disease.

schools for 31 years before retir-

Anna Kathryn Schwaninger

ing. He also served as a board

member of Blue Ridge Community College. He was a lifelong

member of the Dayton Church of
the Brethren. He is survived by his
wife, Peggy.

Robert Howard Reichard ’52

Ebling ’55 of Easton, Md., died

April 16, at the age of 85. She
and her husband, Dudley, who

predeceased her, farmed for many
years. She was also Payroll and Ac-

counts Payable Clerk at Saulsbury
Brothers Inc. for 24 years before

of Harrisonburg, Va., died Nov. 24,

retiring. She served in many roles

at the age of 86. He enlisted in the

at Ridgely and Peach Blossom

U.S. Army, and served in Japan

(Easton) churches of the Brethren,

during the Korean War special-

including music and worship, out-

izing in Russian communication

door ministries at Camp Mardela

interpretation. He earned a M.Div.

and church district activities.

from Fuller Theological Seminary
and a Ph.D. from Columbia Pacific
University. In 1982, he founded

Evangel Theological Seminary and
served as President until 2007. He
is survived by his wife, Martha.

David Milton Dooley ’53 of
Roanoke, Va., died Sept. 16, 2015,

at the age of 82. He served in the
U.S. Air Force as a pilot and flight

Donald Lee Shoemaker Jr. ’55
of Staunton, Va., died Oct. 20, at

the age of 86. He served in the
U.S. Army and received an honor-

able discharge two years later. He
was employed with the U.S. Postal
Service at Woodrum Station in

Staunton, serving as supervisor
and retiring in 1987. He owned
and operated Custom Lawn and

memorials
Robert Burton Houts Jr., Associate Professor of Spanish, Emeritus, from 1963-69 and 1970-92, died April 30, at

White Birch Estates in Harrisonburg, Va. He was 90 years old.

He was born in Chattanooga, Tenn., on June 20, 1927, and was a son of the late Robert B. Sr. and Lois Keith Houts.

Houts served as a missionary in Peru for 11 years. He pastored Grace Gospel Chapel in Harrisonburg and Walker’s Chapel Church of the Brethren in Mount Jackson, Va. He retired from Pleasant View Church of the Brethren, also in Mount

Jackson, after 22 years.
On Dec. 18, 1949, he married the former Martha Ann Werndli, who preceded him in death on April 2, 2010.
Houts is survived by three children, Keith Robert Houts and wife, Rebecca, of Harrisonburg, Va., Elisabeth Dickinson
of Chesterfield, Va., and Rosemary Simmons of Mount Crawford, Va.; five grandchildren, six great-grandchildren and a

great-great-grandson.

Garden Service for many years

cooking, visiting the sick and

53. He worked for more than 35

in the insurance industry. He is

and retired from Sunnyside

traveling. She is survived by her

years for State Farm Insurance Co.

survived by his wife of 63 years,

Retirement Community as a secu-

husband of 59 years, John.

He retired in 1991 as an Opera-

Kathryn.

rity officer. He was a member of

T. Rodman “Rod” Layman

tions Supervisor in the Underwrit-

Sue Burkholder Brown ’60 of

Staunton Church of the Brethren.

He is survived by his wife of 66

years, Norma Jean.

’56 of Pulaski, Va., died Oct. 27,
following a long struggle with

diabetes. He was 83. He served

ing Department of the Frederick

regional office. He was a member
of the Leaksville United Church of

Christ. He is survived by his wife,

Charlottesville, Va., died April 26,

at the age of 80. She spent most
of her 17-year teaching career in

Benjamin David Beydler ’56

briefly in the U.S. Army. He

of Bridgewater, Va., died Aug. 7,

earned a juris doctorate from the

Jane.

at the age of 86. He enlisted in

University of Richmond. He joined

Marilyn Joy Nash Beebe ’57

decorator. She was inducted into

the U.S. Coast Guard at the age of

the Crowell-Nuckols law firm (now

of Las Vegas died April 13, at the

the Bridgewater College Athletic

17 and served during the Korean

Crowell, Nuckols, Layman and

age of 83. She worked for AT&T in

Hall of Fame in 2000. She was

War. He earned a master’s degree

Aust) in the early 1960s and later

Chicago until retiring and moving

active in her church, serving on

from the University of Virginia and

served as a U.S. District Attorney

to Las Vegas in 1998. She was a

many committees and participat-

served as a teacher and principal

in Roanoke. He was appointed

member of the Bassett Church

ing in multiple mission trips, in-

for more than 30 years at numer-

by Virginia Gov. John Dalton as

of the Brethren. She enjoyed her

cluding Haiti. She loved traveling,

Albemarle County Public Schools
before becoming a professional

ous schools in Augusta County,

Secretary of Public Safety and by

family, talking to friends, pets,

most recently to France and Italy.

Va. He was a founding member,

Gov. George Allen to the Virginia

nature, music and animals.

She is survived by her husband,

first president and a trustee of the

Tech Board of Visitors. He was a
member of First United Methodist

Betty Lou Jack Dunkle ’58 of

Travis.

Bridgewater Historical Society and
Museum.

Church. He is survived by his wife,

Virginia Beach, Va., died April 23,

Janet Lehanna Dove ’60 of

Richard “Dick” Weikel Graves

Barbara.

’56 of Vienna, Va., died March

20, at the age of 89. He served

at the age of 81. She worked for

Richmond, Va., died Aug. 25, at

the Leader Papers before enlisting

the age of 80.

The Rev. Bobby Leonard

in the U.S. Air Force as a Finance

Phillips ’56 of Roanoke, Va., died

Specialist. She enjoyed traveling

Mary Frances “Billie” Moses

in the U.S. Navy from 1950-54.

March 28, at the age of 83. He

and serving her country.

He earned an M.Ed. from the

graduated from Bethany Theo-

University of North Carolina at

logical Seminary. He was ordained

Carolyn Yates Seidel ’59 of

Chapel Hill. He worked as an

to the ministry and served seven

Athletic Director at Langley High

congregations. He served as

School until retiring in 1987. For

moderator for the Western District

many years, he volunteered at

of Pennsylvania, and as a member,

the Lamb Center, the National

Commission Chair and Chairper-

Lutheran Home and Dulles Airport

son of the Virlina District Board.

Traveler’s Aid. He was a long-

He was a teacher for the Three-

time member of Christ Lutheran

Year Reading Course (predecessor

Church. He is survived by his wife,

to the Christian Growth Institute).

Joey.

He is survived by his wife of 63

Doris Eller Heisel ’56 of

years, Edna.

Modesto, Calif., died April 26, at

Arva V. Short ’56 of Luray, Va.,

the age of 84. She was a special

died April 24, following a long

education teacher. She was a

battle with cancer. He was 88. He

lifelong member of the Church of

served in the Korean War and was

the Brethren. She enjoyed sewing,

stationed in Munich from 1951-

Carter ’61 of Appomattox, Va.,

died Dec. 19, 2017. She was active
in the community and was a

Clifton, Va., died Dec. 11, at the

member of her church choir. She

age of 79. She was retired as

served as a mentor. She loved

Editor of the U.S. Department of

horses and outdoor activities,

Agriculture’s Extension Service

including camping and kayaking.

Review. She volunteered for eight

She was a nationally certified dog

years writing calligraphy in the

groomer. In October 2017, she

Clinton White House. She served

and six special BC friends, who

as a deacon in the Oakton Church

call themselves “The Rebecca Hall

of the Brethren. She is survived by

Rowdies,” had a celebration of 60

her husband of 52 years, Bob.

years of friendship.

Glen Elwood “Nick” Shirkey

Wayne Cody Garst ’61 of Salem,

’59 of Mint Hill, N.C., died April

Va., died Oct. 23, at the age of 79.

14, at the age of 88. He excelled

For 30 years, he worked for Vir-

in baseball and signed a Major

ginia Tech, as part of the Virginia

League contract with the St. Louis

Cooperative Extension Service,

Browns before serving four years

in various posts throughout the

in the U.S. Air Force. He worked

state. Following retirement in
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1990, he served as director of

Sonya Caton Price ’65 of

as a Staff Pharmacist at Augusta

his dorm mates from the second

several camps, including Camp

Charleston, W.Va., died April 20,

Health. He was a member of

floor of Wright East would get to-

Bethel in Fincastle, Va. He was a

following a 34-year battle with

Wayne Hills Baptist Church, where

gether several times a year to play

member of Green Hill Church of

cancer. She was 74. She was co-

he served as a deacon, elder and

golf and spend time together.

the Brethren, where he served as

founder/owner/operator of the

Chairman of the Elders. He is

a deacon, Sunday school teacher

family business, Price Manage-

survived by his wife, Lillian.

and the Virlina District disaster re-

ment Corp., where she worked

ville, Va., died July 18, at the age

sponse coordinator. He is survived

until retiring in 2012. She was

Donna Kay Adams Ritten-

of 63. He worked for more than

by his wife of 57 years, Jean.

a member of Ruffner Memorial

house ’69 of Bridgewater, Va.,

20 years at various newspapers,

William Randall Hall Sr. ’61

Presbyterian Church. She enjoyed

of Scottsdale, Ariz., and formerly
of Danville, Va., died June 26, at

the age of 82. He earned a master
in education from Towson State

cooking, baking, sewing, music,
art, reading and working on her
computer. She was also an avid

animal-lover. She is survived by

Chris Edwin Miller ’77 of Lin-

died on Oct. 25, following a

operated the Daily Grind in Park

recurrence of mantle cell lym-

View, Va., and worked for Shenan-

phoma. She was 79. She earned

doah Growers. He was a member

a doctorate of education from

of Zion Mennonite Church. He

the University of Maryland. She

had a passion for music—sang

taught preschoolers and elemen-

in various choirs, assisted with

University. He was a teacher and

her husband of 56 years, Roger.

tary students in Maryland and

Broadway High School musicals

guidance counselor with Balti-

Joeanne Hastings Willey ’65

college students in Missouri, as

and led singing at West Side

more City Public Schools until he

of Mardela Springs, Md., and

an adjunct professor of education

Baptist Church. He is survived by

retired in 2000. He was a talented

formerly of Delmar, Md., died Oct.

at Webster University. She was an

his wife, Teresa.

athlete, artist, writer, photogra-

2, at the age of 75. She taught

active member of the Church of

pher and an avid nature-lover.

French and Spanish at Delmar

the Brethren. She was active with

Barbara Bland Landis ’61 of

High School before retiring in

1991. In retirement, she served

the National Alliance on Mental
Illness. She is survived by her

as a substitute teacher. For many

husband, Wilbur.

years, she served as scorekeeper

Louis Mason Spicer III ’70

and, in 1994, became partner

of Dayton, Va., died May 23, at

in charge of the Richmond, Va.,

the age of 71. He was employed

office. He was an active member

Harrisonburg, Va., died Sept. 18, at

the age of 78. She taught English
and coached debate in the Augus-

ta County Public Schools. She also
owned and operated a bridal and

formal wear business and later

for the basketball and wrestling
teams. She also chaperoned class

trips, experiencing the culture of

enjoyed being a sales associate at

Europe and other areas.

David Edwin Will ’83 of Glen

Allen, Va., died suddenly Sept.

15, at the age of 57. He joined

the certified public accounting
firm of Mitchell, Wiggins & Co.

by Stanley Furniture and later

of Crestwood Presbyterian Church

by Rockingham County Public

and later at Mount Vernon Baptist
Church. He established the David

Belk. She enjoyed reading, music

Catherine “Joyce” Wiskeman-

Schools. He enjoyed HO scale

and homemaking. She is survived

Phillips ’65 of Bristow, Va., died

model railroading and hot rods,

E. Will Endowed Scholarship for

by her husband, James.

Nov. 17, following a brief illness.

including a 1932 Ford coupe that

the Support of Public Account-

Richard Benjamin Harbaugh

She was 75 years old. She was

he owned. He was a member of

ing at Bridgewater College. He is

retired from the Prince William

the Dayton United Methodist

survived by his wife, the former

County Public Schools as an

Church, where he sang in the

Deborah Layman ’83.

elementary teacher after teaching

choir.

for 38 years. She served 18 years

Dana Garber Tacy ’88 of Vero-

Jerry Dean Plunkett ’71 of

na, Va., died Oct. 25, at the age of

Boones Mill, Va., died Sept.

53. She taught at Grace Christian

’63 of Mechanicsville, Md., died
April 4, at the age of 76. He served
in the U.S. Army Reserve. He was

a computer programmer for 30
years at the U.S. Census Bureau.

He was an avid Washington
Redskins fan. He is survived by his

wife of 53 years, the former Mary
Ann Ludwick ’64.

Judith Hayslett Hatcher ’65 of
Staunton, Va., died May 17, at the

age of 73. She earned a master of
early childhood education from

the University of Virginia. Before
retiring, she was employed as a
teacher by Alleghany County and

Staunton City Schools. She was

the director of Effie Ann Johnson

on the Prince William County
Library Board and was chair for 17

of those years. In 2016, the Prince
William Library at Independent

Most recently, she taught at Cov-

He was retired from FinishMaster

enant Preschool. She also taught
at the Staunton-Augusta YMCA

member of Germantown Brick

and Valley Dance Theatre. She is

Sandra Sue Layman Bolton

Church of the Brethren. He was

survived by her husband, David.

’66 of Daleville, Va., died April 8, at

active with Relay for Life.

the age of 74. She was a lifelong

Sarah Bursey ’10 of Aiken, S.C.,

Michael Brent Armstrong ’72

died on Oct. 20 from injuries sus-

of Morgantown, W.Va., died Jan.

tained in a single motor vehicle

in her name.

member of Daleville Church of
the Brethren, frequently holding leadership positions at the
congregational and district levels.

She is survived by her husband,

Benton.

Olivet Presbyterian Church. She

Samuel David Flory ’66 of

volunteered at Augusta Health,

Waynesboro, Va., died March 28,

Western State Hospital and the

at the age of 72. He earned a B.S.

Salvation Army, and played piano

in pharmacy from Virginia Com-

in many area nursing homes. She is

monwealth University’s Medical

survived by her husband, Paul ’66.

College of Virginia. He was retired
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Elementary School for 15 years.

Alzheimer’s disease. He was 70.
of Roanoke and he was a lifelong

Hill dedicated an outdoor pavilion

Nursery. She was a member of

40

3, following a struggle with

15, 2017. He is survived by his

accident. She was 30. She earned

wife, Brenda.

a master’s degree from American

Michael J. Layman ’72 of Fin-

University. She had a heart for

castle, Va., died Dec. 26, 2017.

James Craft ’74 of Suwanee, Ga.,

died Sept. 4. He earned a master
of business administration from

James Madison University. For the
past 25 years, “Crafty,” as he was

known during his BC years, and

people, animals and, especially,

the elderly.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PPCO

COLLEGE

Bridgewater, Virginia 22812 -

402 EAST COLLEGE STREET
BRIDGEWATER, VIRGINIA 22812-1511

Bridgewater College is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

DAY OF
GIVING
One day. One mission.

March 13, 2019

EACH&EVERYEAGLE
bridgewater.edu/dayofgiving

